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In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the
Merciful

Biography of Late
Ayatollah Talegani

1) Birth: On the inside cover of a Quran,
his latlier had written: "Seyed Mahmood
Talegani was born on Saturday Rabi
ul-Awwal 4, 1329",

1) His Father: Late Ayatollah Seyved
Abolhassan Taleqani fought against the
manarchy of Reza Khan and was a
colleague of late Modarres, The Ayatollah
studied at Qazvin lor a while. Then he went
to Tehran and studied there with Sheikh Ali
as his instructor. He was then transferred
to Isfahan where he studied with Sheikh
Mohammad Hussein Isfabani as his
teacher. After wards ., he went to Karbala
and Samara where he became a student of
Mirza Shirazi. He took a six-month-long
course with late Sadr who was the "marji
taglid" (religious source for following) of
his time,

3) Childhood: Among memorics related

by the late Ayatollah concerning the tlirme
when he was about 10 to 12 vears old were
sessions held at his father's house against
Reza Khan. Late Modarres was among the
peoplé who had a major role in running such
sessions which were held wilh the presence
of the Ulama. The late Ayatollah observed
these fervent sessions. His father asked him
tn stand by the door and to inform the
participants if state forces and officials
approached the house, In the course of one
of the sessions, the late Ayatollah rushed in
and told the participants that state forces
were  approaching. The  participants
immediately called off the meet and started
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reciting "Ammaun yujib" When the official
came in and told Ayatollah geyed
Abolhassan Talegani that he wanted to
speak to him, the Ayatollah ignored him and
carried on with his recitation. The official
who saw this situation finally left the place.

At last, Reza Khan put an end to holding
such sessions. For & while, Ayatollah geved
Abolhassan Talegani and his honorable son
went into hiding in gardens around
Shemiran. Modarres was finally exiled but,
in the period of his exile, he kept up his
contact with the Ayvatollah. His messages,
hidden in former cigaretie lolds, were given
to the Ayatollah by some gendarmes. This
went on until finally Modarres was
martyred, May Allah bless his soul!

A feawure of late Ayatollah geved
Abolhassan Talegani's life was that he did
not live on the Imam's share. He rather
carned his living by working as a
watchmaker. After hic demise, a glorious
funeral procession was held for him. The
strangulation imposed by Reza Khan lost

hue after the Avatollah's demise because,
up to that time. funcral processiong were
prohibited. Despite  this prohibition,
however, the people of Tehran held a
glorious funeral procession for the grand
Avatollah.

4) Education: In the initial days of the
establishment of the Qom Theological
Center hy late  Ayatollah  Sheikh
Abdulkarim, Talegani was introduced to the
Sheikh by his sister’s husband Ayatollah
Seyed Muhiddeen Taleqani. Ayatollah
Talegani started studying there and his
instructors were  late Seyved Mohammad
Hujjat, and late Ayatollah Seved
Mohammad Taqi Khonsari, He got the
degree of Cijtihad” from late Haj Sheikh
Abdulkarim.

= F EN A} EEEN
Start of Political and Social
Activities

S) First imprisonment: In the years 1317
and 1318 when Ayafollah Talegani came o
Tehran, a group of youths who had become
keen and thoughtful persistently asked him
t0 hold sessions on exegesis for them, In
those years of strangulation imposed by
Reza Khan, the Avatollah secretly held
$Essions on éxegesis at home.

In the year 1318, at the Gelobandak
Crossroads, a state official insulted a woman
and wanted to také off her wveil. The
Ayatollah defended that woman and, like
Musa in the period of ignorance imposed by
the pharaohs, he grappled with the official.
He was arrested and sentenced 1o
imprisunment on the charge of insulting
high-ranking officials of the country, (The
Esfand 1318 census indicates that when
census was taken, the Avatollah was in
prisom) -

After being releascd, he continued
holding sessions of exegesis until Shahrivar,
1320.

EENENNEEEEE

6) After Shahrivar 1320: "The Center

for Islam":

After  Shahrivar 1320, the Ayatollah
¢mbarked on sctting up "the Center for
Islam” in Amirriyah Street. In this Center, a
series of lectures were delivered by him to
enlighten the people. Likewise, the Center
published a magazine entitled "Student”,
Among those working on this magazine
were Engincer Muhdi Buzargan and Dr,
Sdhabi whose [ricndship with Ayatollah
Taleqani starled from this point and
continued to his demise (Of course, this
acquaintance was decp-rooted. At the time
of Reza Khan, a propagation session was
held by Ayatollah Taleqani's ather and
Engineer Bazargan's father, lale llaj
Abbasqoli Bazargan, at the Marwi School o
guide Lhe believers and o make propuguation
for the peaple of the Book. The propagators
were invited 80 to these sessions and engage
in discussion. They guided the youths who
faced doubts in this regard. The proceedings
of these sessiomswere printed in a magazine
called "Al- Balagh” but only one issue of it
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wias published and the ruling systcm halted
its publication. The scssions were then held
in the house of late 11aj Abbasqoli Bazargan
since they were suspended al the Marwi
School).

In this period (alter Shahrivar 1320 ), the
Islamic Association of University Students
was setl up with the enoperation of Engineer
Buzargan, Dr. Sahabi, and some pious and
active studcnts. Likewise, the Muslims’
Union evolved under the supervision of late
1Haj Siraj Ansari. Ayatollah Talegani had a
major and active role in their establishment.

m ok e

7) Exegesis of the Quran: Among the
Ayatollah’s activities in this period was his
exegesis of the Quran (For the first time,
the Quran was hrought to the scene in the
lives of people and its realities were
explicitly expressed and it was indicated that
the Quran guides and leads the lives of the
people and is not solely for the sake of being
recited at mourning ccremonies). He also
taught the "Nahj ul-Balaghah" in this period.

In addition, he had close cooperation
with Haj Mirza Khalil Kamarci in
translating and topically formulating the
"Nahj u!-Balaghah® Some volumes of it
such as "Nahj ul-Balaghah and war”, "Nahj

ul= Balaghah and ..." were printed but this
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did not continue.

In the preface to the hook cntitled "Nahj
ul- Balaghah or the Alawi Encyclopedia’,
Scction on war, published in 1524, Mr.
Kamarei wrote: "We arc grateful for the
intellectual cooperation of Allameh Seyed
Muhmood Talegani--may Allah increase the
likes of him--who has nothing in mind but
"tagwa’” (picty) and rendering service.”

At the time when the policics of the
world- mongers and their domestic hirelings
prevented the spread and influence of
revolntionary and ° humanitarian thought
such as the teachings of the Quran and
Islam, the Avatollah took the Quran to the
youths. In his sessions on exegesis and
lessons on the Quran, fervent, vouths took
part and one aof them was late Nowwab
Safavi, the leader of " Fidacyan-1 -Islam”
(the Devolees of Islam).

Mok W

8) Trip to Azerbaljan: After the 1325
Azerbaijan events,  Ayatollah Taleqani
travelled to Azerbaijan on behalf of the
Muslims Union and the Ulama Society to
see 10 the sitwation there. He presented a
report-on his trip as he should have donc but
il did not please some Ulama.

(1o be cont’d).

" This Is the continuation of an
account that appeared in the
Winter 1991 Issue of the Payame
Haajar concerning the Islamic
Thought Conference held at
Tehran Jan 29-31,1992. The
Payame Haajar is now being
published as a magazine in a
better and Improved form and

content.”

The Islamic Thought Conference

(part Two:)

5- The conlereoce is
following with intcrest and
WOrry, the recenl
development in the Islamic
world; bhappy for  the
growing lslamic awakening
with roots  among  the
masses, and all Mushms
attracted to i, gathering
together in Islam; happy
about the demands of the
masscs for the role of
Tslam, and the povernance
of its legislation-— @
mattar that s disfurbing
the waorld arrogance, who
see in il a serious threat to
their matenialistic cultural
hegemony. However, we
are alse worried becanse
of the threats that these
Movements  are  faciog,
threats  like  pressure,
encirclement and
cootainment -—- a matter
that is  corrainly  not
aceeplable v us, and we

strongly demund a siop to
e

6. The Conlerence
condemns Lhe suppression
of frecdom in Algeria, thal
has resulled in  the
ahortion of all  Muslim
social  inlerests, and
strongly - demands foar a
guarantce o respect the
rights and demands of Lhe
peaple.

7- Receotly, a new idea
bas been introduced 1o the
political scene by world
imperialism, in the name
of "The MNew World
Order”, which, in other
words mcans the fall
hegemony of one
super-power.  OF course,
this has been vne of the
outcomes of the invasion
of Kuwait by Trag We
mdsl cerlainly reluse W
acocopt the nominarion ol
American impenialism in

_the role of the only world

power thal may [reely
bully the whole world in
whalever manner il likes,
We call fow an
intermational system  (Chal

sespects the will of all

nalions, and atlends (o
their moral wellare.

B- We condemn
Amurican  prosence o
Islamic lunds, especially, in
the Persian Gulf. Of
course, thewr pretext for
this presence was [rag's
invasion of Kuwait, But
there is no doubt that this
incursion  has upset the
Muslin MLESSES
everywhere.  For  this
reason, we call ppon
the regional states 1o bear
the  responsihility ol
slabiliging the regiun,
rather than leaving it as an
npen ficld for the world

arrugance Lo play around

it which is certainly nat
here to scek  help Islam
and the Muslims.

9  The Palestinuan
problem s considered us a
central issue. We call upon
all nations and slates in the
Tslamic world 1o shoulder
the  responsibility  of
lihcrating the Holy Land
{ol Quds) from cnd 1o
end, and to support, by all
muans, the blessed
uprising within Palcsting,
We also condemn all plans
and proposals for the
solation of the Palesline
issue through the indignity
of Muslims, under the
so-called peacelul means,
like the Camp David
Accord, or the Madrid
peace  cooference, or
similar uther
arrangemeots,

10« The Conference
emphasizes  Lhal  Islamic
unity is the most important
characterislic requirement
of the Ummah. It is up to
the scholars and educaled
persons Lo strengthen this
issue, and to work hard 1o
nullify attempts at dividing
Muslims under the ruseofl
nationalism, sectionalism,
rucism, elc., or through the
issue  of  mislcading
decrees.

11- The Conference
supports ~ the  heroic
steuggle of the Muoslim
nation of  Alghanist
secking Lo establish um
Islamic  government, as
well a5, il other
movements  gocking Lo
abfain their legal rights.

12- The Conference
sopports the wise
leadership of  Ayatullah
Khamenci, for his brave
stance against the enemics
of the Ummah, and for
preserving  the  Tslamic
cxample m Iran, which
belongs to  the whole
Ummah. #
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In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merchul

Foreign Investment as Perceived by
Ayatollah Taleqgani

Introduction: Mt present, one of the
principal issues put forth in the newspapers
is the discussion of *Foreign investment in
Iran". This discussion Intiated when
officials announced that foreign investment
could be carried out and that the investors,
with 49% partnership could invest capital in
Iran. (51% partnership would belong to
Iran). But new issues were set forth by the
officials. Mr. Nematzadsh announced that
facliities have been taken into account for
foreign investment. These facilities include
freedom to determine the percentage of
foreign partnership, compensation for the
losses Inflicted as a resut of the
nationalization of capitals, freedom for
unlimited transfer the principal and
interests of capitals, establishment of the
fioating rate for currency as a basis for the
capital flow into and out of the country,
These issues, quoted from M.
Nematzadeh, were printed in "Resalat

PAYAME HAAJAR page 8

Daily* (6.4.1371). June 27, 1992
What brought about wider repercussions on
this issue was its inconsistency with Article
81 of the Constitution. According to Article
81, "it is strictly forbidden to grant the
forcigners concession to establish (rade,
industrial, agricultural, and mines and
services firms and institutions", Of course,
the concerned officials announced that they
intended to ask the Guardian Council to
interpret this article of the gonstitution, but
as yel the Guardian Council has not
released an interpretation in this regard.
Press Criticism:
" Salam Daily " was most cxpressive in
criticizing this issuc. In a series of articles, it
expressed ils opposition and the illegal
bearing of freedom of . © unlimited foreign.
investment,

In an article published 11.3.1371 - June 1,
1992 and cntitled "Feonomy and the
constitution,”  “"Salam  Daily", while

considering foreign investment in Iran
unlawlul, wrote:

The gentleman who clams thal the
percentage of the foreigners’ share can also
be delermined by foreigners is speaking
according to which law? 1l we even consider
the former regime’s law as the criterion, it is
49t of the 51%... a law which is void ol
valuc while there is Article 81 of the
Constitution,... What is meant by saying that
the floating rate of cxchange should serve as
the basis [or the [low of capital o and from
(the country)?, Is it anything other than the
fact that the work done by an Iranian
worker, with @ monthly pay of 1en thousand
tomans, will be equivalent to only 70 dollars

in partnership uwsing forcign investmemt?

Isi't il that the work done by an Iranian
expert, with & monthly pay of forty thousand
tomens, will bring in 300 dallars (as benefit)
for the foreign investor? II u foreign expert
steps into Iran and receives five thonsand
dollars a month, it means that each month
he gets seven hundred thousand tomans
from the people of Iran, Which dignified
Iranian and Muslim will give in to such
debasement vis-a-vis forcign investors? ...
In short, the essence ol such a policy will
ultimalely negate our independence. Even if
it is not so and is decmed a benelicial policy,
it should not be implemented, as it is
contrary (o the Constitution” "Resalat Duily",
while recommending the use of foreign
capital, hus criticized Lhe allocation of
extensive and unlimired facilities to it
“Keyhan Daily” |, in its 29.2.1371 - May 19,
1992 issue, wrole:

"On Ordibehesht 15,1371 -May 5,1992 the
High Council for Investmenl, with regard to
the country’s laws and while stressing
acceptance of foreign investments, ratified
the consideration of and decision-making on
the hids of forcign investors without limiting
their percentage of partnership.”

Approved " to consider and decide the
reguests of foreign investars [or untlefined

participation percentage."

Though short, this news item includes @
greal deal of evenis and happenings. In the
first place, this guestion comes to our mind:
What policy is this that such news items,
being exceptionally important to the fate of
the country, the Revolution, and the people,
should be summarized in a few lmes, be
issued by the public Relations Office of a
ministry,or first released by a western news
agency,?.

In an article entitled "why have we turned

to the granting ol concessions rather than
strengthening our domestic facilities?", the
"Keyhan Hawace Wecekly” has criticized (he
trend of granting concessions to foreign
firms, In a historical survey, it has referred
to the grant of oil concession to William
Nox DARC , concession for tohacco, the
Imperial Bank,the fisheries of the north, the
cossacks, the 1919 paci, the consor tunt....
and the concession for exports of cuwiar
which the Iranian Fisherics recently granted
to a local trade firm in the Emirates.
It has said : "It can be anticipated that in the
coming ycars, markeling, distribution, and
sale of Tranian caviar worldwide will be
vested with foreign firms."

With regard to what the press wrote n
this connection--and the fact that we only
referred to a small amount of them here
--we will now turn Lo verses [rom the Our'an
and we will see the aftermath of forcign
investment hy virtue of cxcgesis of the
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grand cxcgesist of the Quran, Ayatollah
Taleqani and by the statements made by this
indefatigable combatant.

Belore delving into the core of the matter, it
15 necessary tn consider the meaning of
"riba" (usury) as perceived by Ayatollah
Taleqani. On page 252 of his book entitled
“Rays of the Qur'an", he states:

“In its lexical sense,” riba” refers to any
form of profit gained or increase sought." "
For the usurcrs, gaining profit has
genuineness, "(P'255) " "Riba" is oppressive
profit and is aimed at amassing wealth," (P
255).

With these definitions of "riba" as presented
by Ayatolah Talegani, “riba" does not
include gain on money alone, "Riba" rather
refers to profils gained by transactions
without labor and with the intention of
getting oppressive profit 1o amass wealth
wilh the aim of hoarding .... hoarding riches.

It is idolizing profits in other words, cach
seeker ol unfair profit and lover of capital is
samehow deemed a usurer - xcessive.

Now we will consider the vicws of
Avatollah Talcgani using the second volume
of " Rays of the Qur’an”, P 261:

"And guard yourselves against a day in
which you shall be returned to Allah; then
every soul shall be paid back in full what it
has earned and they shall not be dealt with
unjustly (2: 281)"

This verse has come at the end of verses on
“riba®. In the interpretation of this verse,
Avatollah Talegani states:

At the end of verses on "riba", this verse
presents a very extensive outlook and the
final path taken by man—eternity and return
to Allah. With this vast outlook, man can
rclieve himsell of submersion in the world
and its profits and bonds and he can adopt
“tagwa’” (Piety), know his course and policy,
and prepare himself for such a day: "..a day
in which you shall be returned to Allah...."
By presenting this vast outlook, the Qur'an
amplified the insight of the belicvers first
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and then that of others, It transformed their
morality and ideas and set up a system on
the basis of the will of Almighty Allah, and
every individual and class must  observe it
It has curtailed the hands of the usurers all
over the Arabian peninsula, be they
individuals or those owning stock companies
such as Abbas and Khalid's company, the
company of Bani Mughirah and Bani Thagif
which exploited the tribes in the outskirts of
Mecca and Tail -The like holds true for
lirms belonging to the Bani Qurayzah, Bani
Nazir and Buni Qinga, Jews who were
around Yathrib, After the Muslims devialed
from the social system of Islam and from the
sovereignly of the Book and the "sunnah”,
those who sought proflit and those who
idolized wealth found the chance 1o develop
and then they came to power as rulers. They
perverted, and changed the meanings of
those Islamic precepts which were not to
their own advantage. The path of
profiteering and slovenliness and usury was
opened up under the disguise of religious

CES OF AMF
e I .

precepts so much so that in the genuine
Imamiyah jurisprudence, it torned into
canonical tricks. The principle of wisdom
and standard of good and evil and the
absolute meaning of “riba”, which is gaining
benefit and incresses without "labor and
production” and exploiting and oppressing
others, fell into oblivion. The main intention

~of the legislator was violated and the

religious decree was neglected in the name
of religion, Truly, if with tricks and with the
intention of “riba" and without serious
intention {or transaction, "riba" can become
"hallal "(religiously lawful), then why are
there so many warnings and bans?. Arcn’l
these tricks encroachment upon the bounds
of Allah?. Isn't this form of escape from
“riba" actually a relapse to it?...

Even though "riba" is vile to all pevples and
religions and the usurer is rejected and
damned and even though according to these
verses it is one of the capital sins which
incur chastisement and (declaration of ) war
on the Messenger and with Allah, after the

West’s Industrial Revolution which changed
the feudal system into a loose capitalislic
system and after (people’s) belief became
weak and the doctrinal bonds were severed,
gates of hellish usury whére opened from
¢very quarter, “Riba" (love of profit)
became part of their economic life. Big
banks replaced the limited money changers’
stands. Greedy investors hecame their
partners and associales. With these devices
for absorbing wealth, they deeply alfected
the lives of the masscs and the nations, With
such economic power and influence all the
means of production, trade, and government
affairs [ell into the hands of these capitalists
as beads that could be transformed and
transferred by their fingertips. They
constantly keep hold of industry and
production. In order to gain more profit and
W amass morc wealth, they lash out at our
traditions, ideas, morality by the use of
modern means of propaganda and the
agents that they have. They want to make
the people meaner, more corrupt, and
warshippers of luxury and to pave the way
for their exploitation. In this elforl, they
'make use of arsenal [actories and industrial
minds. Every now and then, they fan the
flame of war. When they reach a country,
they first present themselves with a visage of
cooperation and (love of) investment, With
low-interest loans, they spread their snares,
they flourish the transactions’ market and
evolve a salienl economy to entrap the local
capitalists. Then they increase the interest
rates. Then in order to entrap the small
investors and those who, for one reason or
another, escape “riba”, they decrease the
interest rates, Constantly and according to
their precise plots and their goal of
exploitation, they keep increasing and
decreasing the intcrest rates, giving rise (o
confusing fluctuations so as to have all
capitals flowing to their own insatiable pits.

They intend to spread their hellish activities
to every city, village, area, and place and to
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employ all material and human resources in
their own service. By piling up the loans and
increasing the interest rates, they intend to
have the people --who arc created by Allah
to stand erect-- bow down before them and
to debilitate their economy. On the other
hand, to maintain these nctworks and theiur
branches, the governments requirc budgets
and heavy taxes and they seek the aid of the
capitalists, This goes on until virtually all the
material, spiritual, and national capitals are
put to auction. This is what is meant by
"riba" heing doubled and redoubled as
referred to by the Qur'an:

"... do not devour usury, making it double
and redouhble)

... except as one whom shaitan has
prostrated by (his) touch does rise... (2:275)"
Allah does not bless usury...(2:276)"

"But if you do (it) not, then be apprised
of war from Allah and his Apostle....(2:279)"
In the erratic mind and greedy cyes of the
usurer, nothing but money and profit---net
profit gained without effort-- has merit. The
usurer cares not a rap for conscience,
morality, human blessings and values,
dignity. The developed (form of) usury (that
is to say, global capitalism), with its means
of enchantment, lures and makes erratic its
victims (o such an extent that the latler may
even praise usury as a natural system that
would flourish wealth and economy und may
consider its opponents devoid of economic
insight.

These should be asked as to what the system
of natural economy is and for whom money
amasses?. Isn’t it that money was primarily
and naturally brought into use to facilitate
exchanges, to evaluate valuable objects, and
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determine values (for them) so as o have it
circulate as blood in the veins in the context
of social economy as much as needed and to
upkeep it?.

So if money tmns into a basic good
possessed of value and if it becomes a
means of financial and social power and of
amassing wealth for a group, it no longer
flows and circulates naturally,

As compared to the amount of work,
production, and goods, the prices will fall.
But as compared to amassed moncey, the
prices will soar. Unemployment will
increasc. Manpower and productive people
will be set aside in (using) natural and
industrial resources. As soon as the
economic situation is lowered and becomes
disadvantageous and explosive for interest
derived by the usurers, their networks and
specialists set to work and, by injecting and
facilitating loans, as already noted, provide a
spurious dynamism and prosperity. Then
starts the period of stagnation and decline
just like the period of the moon’s brilliancy
which is acquired and transient.

Allah does not bless usury ...{2:276)"
Being a deviation from sound and natural
relations, the principal religious laws have
always banned "riba" { worship of capital),

With specific reference and comparisons,
the Holy Quran has expressed its spiritual
elfects and its perilous and vile social
aftermaths. Discerning and free scholars
have noted that uwsury is the source of
oppression and servitude and leads to the
cmergence of hostile classes and bloody
revolutions,

Attachment to Allah :

The basis of Islamic economy is vested wilh
charitable people who dispense with
themselves and their financial attachment,
who become developed, who provide others
with the lifc cap, who make Islamic
economy circulate in the society as does
blood in the weins, who cultivate the
aptitudes, who make the faces beam, who

base Lies on affection, proximity of the
hearts , and cooperation, and who pave a
propitious ground by presenting (10 others)
their property and ideas without seeking
reward and without casting it in the teeth of
others.

".is as the parable of a garden on an
clevated ground ...(2:265)"
An economy based on the profiteering
nature of human beings and hoarding of
capital is actvally based on the ‘usury of the
individuals. Tt is a wrong evaluation if we
intend to place our economic growth and
development in hands of foreign lovers of
profit and to expect that they come here to
flourish our economy . This task can be
done by people who consider Allah and
attachment to Allah, not by those who only
want (o satiate their avarice and who direct
the society toward usury wherever they step
in, and give rise to profound class
differences in that society.
Allah Dose Not Bless the Usurious Society :

If we believe that the western economy,
like that of the East, is declining and
collapsing, how is it that we are préscribing,
for ourselves things that have not remedicd
their plight but that have rather hurled them
toward perdition. This is the promise of
Allah and is inviolable. "Allah does not bless
usury” (seeking increase and worshipping
interests). Allah annihilates the usurious
society. The western cconomy is based on
developing the private sector, for it believes
that the private sector can boost production
for the sake of profiteering and gaining
morc benefits . Boost in production, with
the purpose of profitcering, moves toward a
direction which increases consumption-- and
consumplion of a spurious kind. As a result,
to pave the way for spurious consumption,
the spiritual and human cultures are
changed into material inhuman ones, (For
further information in this regard, refer to
"Rays of the Quran" , Vol II, verses on
"infag” and "riba").
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ALI SHARIATI’S

RED SHI'ISM

Translated by Habib Shirazi

1 Martvrdom

[ Mourning

Islam is a religion which makes ‘its
appearance in the history of mankind with
the "NO" of Mubammad the heir ol
Abraham, the manifestation of the religion
of the Unity of God and the oneness of
mankind-- a "no" which begins with the cry
of Unity, a cry which Islam re-iniliates when
confronted by.aristocracy and compramise.

Shi'ism is the Islam which distinguishes
itself and deiermines its direction in the
history of Islam with the "no" of the great
Ali, the heir of Muhammad and the
manifestation of the Islam of justice and

Truth - a "no" which he gives to the council -

for the election of the caliphate in answer 10
Abdul Rahman, who is the manifestation of
Islamic aristocracy and compromise,
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This "no" up until pre-Safavid times, 1S
recognized to be part of the Shi'ite
movement in the history of Islam, aa
indicator of the social and political role of a
group who are the followers of Ali, known
for their attachment to the kindness of the
family of the Prophet. It is a party based
upon the Quran and the Traditions, not the
Quran and the traditions proclaimed by the
dynasties of the Omayyids, Abbasids,
Ghaznavids, Seljuks, Mongols and Timurids,
but the one procluimed by the family of
Muhammad.

The history of Islam [ollows a strange
path; a path in which hoodlums and rullians
from the Arab, Persian, Turk, Turtar and
Mongol dynasties all enjoy the right of the
leadership of the Muslim community and
the caliphate of the prophet of Islam, to the
exclusion of the [amily of the Prophet and
the rightful Imams of Islam.

And Shi’ism which begins with a "no", a
"no" which opposes the path chosen by
history, rebels against history, Tt rebels
against a history which, in the name of the
Quran, Kings and Caesars, follows the path
of ignorance, and in the name of tradition,
sacrifices those brought up in the house of
the Quran and the Traditions!

Shi'ites do not accept the path chosen by
history. They negate the leadership which
ruled over history and deceived the majority
of the people through its succession to the
Prophel, and then, supposed support of
Islam and fight against pagamism. Shi'ites

turn their backs on the opulent mosques and
magnificent palaces of who represent the
oppressed, justice-seeking class in  the
caliphate system, find in this house,
whatever and whoever they have been
seeki

Fatima: the heir of the Prophet, the
munifestation of the “rights of the
oppressed” and, at the same time, symbol of
the first objection, a strong and clear
embodiment of “the seeking of justice", In
the ruling system, Lhese arc the cries and
slogans of subject nations and oppressed
classes.

Ali: the manifestation of a justice which
serves the  oppressed, a  soblime
embodiment of the truth, who is sacrificed

at the altar of anti-human regimes which lie -

hidden in the layers of the formal religion of
the rulers.

Hassan: the manifestation of the last
resistance of the garrison of “imamate
Islam" who confronts first the garrison of
“Islamic Rule."

Hossein: bears witness to those who are
martyred by the oppression in history, heir
of all the leaders of freedom and equality;
and scckers of justice from Adam to
himself, forcver, the messenger of
martyrdom, the munifestation of the blood
of revolution.

Zalnab: hears witness to  all the
defenseless prisoners in the system of
exccutioners, the  messenger  after
martyrdom, and the manifestation of the
message of revolution!

Shi‘ites find their slogans in the
embodiment of the tribulations and the
hopes of the masses of the oppressed.
Aware of the rulers and in rebellion against
them, they cry out:

Seek the leadership ol Ali and flee from the
leadership of cruclty.

Choose 1mamate and stamp "cancelled,"
"disbelief” and  “wsurpation" upon the
forehead of the caliphate.

Choosce justice and overthrow the system of
paradox and discrimination in ownership,

Choose the prineiple of awaiting
W protest against the existing conditions,

where the ruling government, religious
organization, activilies, relations, powers,
personalities and plans to protect the
powers, persons and groups from being
molested by the rulers of the day, and the
hard-heartedness of the religions body
attached to them, who might cither defame
the Shi'ite movement through
ex-communication; and rouse the "ignorant”
masscs against them, or- destroy il through
persccutions, or weaken it lhrough
wholesale murders, imprisonments and
deporiations-- and thus, to create the
conditions for the struggle and its
continuation, to practise, in detail, the
principle of secrecy, and maintain the
special conditions of a secret struggle.

We observe that for over eight centuries
(until the Safavid era). Alavite Shi'ism was
not just a revolutionary movement in history
which opposed all the autocratic and
class-conscious regimes of (he Omayyid and
Abbasid caliphates and the kingship of the
Ghaznavids, Seljuks, ‘the Mongols, the

Timurids and the 11 Khanids, who had made

the government version of the Sunmi school
their official religion, and waged a secret
struggle of ideas and action. Like a
revolutionary  party, Shi'ism had a
well-organized, informed, deep and
well-defined ideology, with clear-cul and
definitc slogans and a disciplined and
well-groomed organization. It led the
deprived and oppressed masses in their
movements for freedom and for the secking
of justice,

It is considered to be the rallying point
for the demands, pains and rebellions of the
intellectuals seeking to gain their rights, and
the masses in search of justice.

Because of this, throughout history, as
their might grew, the pressures, injustices,
usurpations and extortions of the rights of
the people and exploitations of the farmers
increased.  Contrasts  became  more
pronounced  through - the system ol
aristocracy, class-inequalities, brain-control,
ideological prejudices, the attachment of the
theologians to the temporal rulers, (he
poverty and privation of the masses, and the
power and wealth of the rulers.

When this occurred, the Shi‘ite front
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became stronger, the basic slogans of the
movement more potent, and the struggle of
the Shi'ites more acute and more weighty, It
changed frum a school of thought, a way of

leaders and aristocracy Iry 1o show
everything to be in accordance with the Will
of God, the Divine 1.aw and the Satisfaction
of God and His creaturcs. Everything, to
them, includes their conguests, plundering,
formation of mosques, associations, schools,
gifts, trusts, charitics and the observange of
religious cercmonies and practices.

Choose religious leadership (marjaic) for

the centralization of the movement,

Follow imitation (taqglid) te organizc
encrgics and bring order, discipline and
direction.

Choosc the vice-gerency of the Imam o
have a responsible lcader.

Give a share ol the lunds to provide for the
socio-political struggle, educutional
foundations and teaching--
in # system where all religious [unds are
collected by the government through force
posing as a government of the Law.

Choose mourning for continuing  the
constant historical strugele of the Shitites
against

wsurpation, treachery, cruelty and the
sources of fraud, lying and degencration,
and especially for  keeping alive the
memories of the martyrs,

Remember A'shura to humiliate the
ruling group who call themsclves the
inheritors of the traditions of the Prophet,
for the remembrance of it will prove that
they ure the inheritors of the killers and

murderers of the Prophet’s family--

It will show the path of action and answer to
this recurring question,” Whal should be
done."? Tt will help in the decision on the
form of the struggle against the rule of
tyranny. It will avoid allegiance to cruelty, It
will design the unbrokem continuity of
history. It will declare an unceasing struggle
between the inheritors of Adam and the
inheritors of the devil. A'shura recalls the
teaching of this continuing fact that the
present Islam [1972], is & criminal Islam in
the dress of "tradition” and that the real
Islam, is the hidden, Islam in the red cloak
of martyrdom,

And finally,

dissimulation-

¢reating a clever camouflage for the
compromises with the autocratic regimes of
the Ghaznavid and Scljuk Turks and the
Mongols. Tt becomes an opiate for the
masses, and an instrument for murder, to be
uscd against any thought or action that
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jeopardizes the intcrests of the strong and’

harms the landlords and fendal chiefs.

This is what causes Shi'ism, during this
period, to appear as the fountainhead of
rebellion and the struggle of the
downtrodden and oppressed masses,
especially among the rural people. It
flourishes wonderously in multiple faccts
and directions, moderate or extreme, in the
form of various movements of the musses
against the powers of the day, like the
terrorism of Hassan Sabbah, the communal
living of the Qaramateh, the extremist
cultural and religious beliefs of the Ghalat,

unid the rebellion for free-thinking of some
ol the Sufi scets of the revolulionary and
Shi‘ite school of thought, against the harsh
prejudices and the soulless, petnifying
censorship of the theological and legal
system attached to the ruling group. Finally,
the intellectual, moderute and rich school of
the imamate, as the greatest flow of thought
and culture, revolts when confronted by the
religion and clilture of the government.

The awakened call and possibilities of
learning of this school are hased upon the
twin principles of imamate und justice. It
produces the revolutionary cries of A'shura
and the uggressive mobilization of the
masses against the existing conditons. I
invites people to awail (he hidden Lmam
who is in occultation. Tt brings up the critical
problems of the "signs of the appearunce”
and the "end of time." It keeps alive the
hope of "redemption after martyrdom.” It
promotes the idea of revenge and revolt,
faith in the uliimate downfull of tyrants and
the decree of destiny against the ruling
powers who spread justice by the sword. It
prepares all ol the oppressed and
justice-secking  masses  who  await
participation in the revolt.

In sume towns like Kashan and Sabzevar,
where the Shi‘ites are strong, they saddle a
white horse on Fridays, and all the people of
the town, the protesting, displeased and
awaiting Shi'ites, [ollow the horse out of the
town, despite the opposition of the
government and the ruling religion. They
await redemption and freedom from

study and religious sectarianism reserved for
the intellectuals and the chosen few, to a
way of correctly understanding Islam and
the culture of the people of the house of the
Prophet when confronted by Greek
philosophy and oriental Sufism, to a
deep-rooted and revolutionary,
socio-political movement of the masses,
especially the rural masses. It caused greater
fright in the autocratic rulers and the
hypaocritical religious bodies who ruled the
people in the name of the Sunni sect.

It is for this reason that the
pscudo-intellectoal  and  free-thinking
rulers—at whose courts the Jews, Christians,
Magians and even the materialists enjoyed
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freedom, honor and influence— talk with
such anger and annoyance of the Shi'ites
that a massacre ol them all would not
quench the thirst of these rulcrs. They flay
them alive, puss iron rods through their
eyes, pull vul their tongues; and burn them
alive. These are all current practices of the
day. It reaches the point where the
historiuns, theologians and even
philosophers and men of picty of the court
consider it to be part of their prayers
make up any lulse sccusations, forgerics and
records they could against the Shi'ites!

It is in such circumstances that Sulian
Mahmoud of Ghazni declares, 'l scarch the
world over for a Shi'ite.” It is his government
which sponsors the Sunni theologian decree
that marriage of a Moslem with the peaple
of the Book, ie. Jew, Christian .and
Zoroastrian is legal, bul il is illegal to marry
a Shi’itc woman. :

Wilh the coming 1o power of the Seljuks,
prejudices and bhiases become more acute to
the world of thought and religion. From the
social point of view, the feudal and tutclage
system  accentuales the degree ol (he
exploitation of the masscs, especially the
farmers, to an unhearable degree. In order
to maintain the policies of the state,
floggings and tortures are nccessary,
resulting in the construction of multiple
pyramids of skulls and eyes.

The religious body of the Sunni sect,
which had from the beginning become, the
government's Islam; bceomes a
conglomeration of the most debased and
prejudiced beliels and harsh rules, It turns
into a tool for the justification of the
anti-human  ways of the nulers. It

goes (0 Semnun to see Rukneddin
Emad-od-Dowleh, whose piety and
leadership in Sufi practices is well-known,
He linds Sufi practices also, like picty, a way
of escape from recalities and responsibilities,
a turning away [rom the fate of the masses,
und @n ignoring of cruclty and tyranny. He
finds him to be of a delicale hcart, tender
feeling and a sublime soul. But, how is it
that rivers of bluod shed by the Mongols in
this country, that the decline threatening
Islam and the masses of the people, do not
in any way tarnish the peace ol his soul and
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Ihe tenderness of his beart?
He flees from him in hatred, and goes to

the Sheikh- ol-Islam, Tmam Ghiasuddin

Habibollah Hamavi in Bahrabad, (0 gain
knowledge of the religious laws and the
theology of the true Sunni sects from him,
and to find his way to the original spring of
truth. Here, he sees a theology that discusses
and discovers a thousand problems in
hathroom etiquette, but a sheer lack of any
awarcness of the cvil destiny facing the
nation. :

Disgusted by all these rabes of picty, and
satisfied that they arc all the weavers of the
clothes of piety 10 be worn over a hody of
oppression, with a heart [illed with hatred
lowards the cruel Mongol rulers, recling
under the puin of the evil destiny of the
Muslim masscs as a Muslim responsible for
the people and knowing the times, and a
protestor against the existing system, having
lost all faith in the scllers of religion, Sheikh
Khalifch chooses the Islam of Ali, the
school of protest and martyrdom.

In the dress of a simple darvish, he gocs

~ to Sabzevar as a lonely stranger, takes up

abode in the great mosque of the town, and
begins preaching there. [This marks the
beginning of the Sarbedaran liberation
movement]. He is a preacher who is in
revolt against all that teaches people to bow
to ignorance and oppression, a revolt backed
by a [aith, a school of thought and a red

~ history; Shi'ism.

Slowly, the deprived masses begin 10
understand, to find their way, and, as a
result, to become a threatening power. The
official pseudo-clergy start their usual game
of spreading rumors and then Issuing
religious decrees, and at last, calling for
officiul slauglier.

"This sheikh discusses worldly affairs in
tyranny, and the beginning of a revolt. They
discuss questions which cause fear in the

ruling group.

During the first half of the eighth
century, following the wholesale massacres
of Chengiz and Hulaku, when the rule of the

Maongols had reduced the Iranian masses 0
submission, dcpression, humilitation and
weakness, when the revenge of Chengiz was
law, when the sword and the hangman were
exceutors of the law, when the Mongol
Khans and nomads, and the officers and
chicfs of Mongol tribes, each ruled as a
fcudal lord over various regions and estates,
and had enslaved the peasants in the most
cruel manner, when, in the towns, too, the
men of religion were mostly in the service of
the Mongol rulers, they called upon the
masses to submit in the name of "the true
Sunni religion" to the pseudo-Muslim rulers
who continued to remain prototypes of
Chengiz, They circumcised themselves only
to please the religious sentiments of the
Muslims at the cost of the spread of the
culture, faith, moralily, in socicty and the
very existence of the Muslims!

Some of the religious men, whose piety
made them abstain from co-operating with
the rulers and tyrants, had crept into the
oblivion of piety into the monasteries of the
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Sufis, therchby becoming indirectly the
means by which the path is paved for
oppression and the ground prepared for
murder. They had left the people
defenseless under the floggings of the
Mongol executioners and robbers, and the
fraudulent men of religion.

It is under these circumstances that a
religious preacher starts ouf, in search of
truth, in the manner of Salman. He
‘approaches all those with claims to religious
faith. First he approaches the pious Balu to
scek the path of salvation in his school of
picty and freedom. There, he sees picty
remaining silent against tyranny. What a
shame! What heartlessness and selfishness
that a man should be surrounded by the
screams of prisoners, the shouts of
executioners, the poverty of the hungry, the
whips of the cruel over the bodies of the
helpless, and instead of volunteering to
defend them, should simply seek his own

o

"

&

FapEag

ERR
o R

S e
e S
e g e o e

i e R

£ R R

ey

PR
e S L S A

s S

£ e

........

------------

PAYAME HAAJAR page 20

5 - T e et T o
il &*A‘.i**"ﬁ‘“-*-‘_‘@ﬁggﬂ.n"li‘ﬁ#‘

i e E e R L S ST S
dansgsany IR L RARSNAE

a4
e b e A

i ELEE
& R

T

redemption and try to gain paradise for
himselfl
He flees from this man in disgust; and

intoxicated! They ask for women! This was
the heginning of the explosion-- very simple
and speedy! The host goes to the people and
calling the Shi'itc masses, exclaims that the
Mongol ruler is asking [or their women.,
What is their reply? They say, "We are
prepared to dic rather than be so defiled!
Our women for the cnemy shall be our
swords,”

The result is obvious. The masses have
made up their minds. they kill the whole
group in one lot. As they know that there is
no turning back, as they know that they have
already chosen dcath, they stop wavering.
The choice of deuth gives them such energy
that their single village revolts against that
blood-thirsty regime and is successful.

The villagers overrun the town, fighung
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against the Mongol army and the decrees of
the pseudo-clergy of the religion of the
state. They arc victorious. their cry:
Salvation and Justice--

the uprooting of the power of the ruling
Mongols and the influence of the priests of
the religion of the rulers and the big land-
holdings of the ruling class.

The victims of the ignorance of the
pscudo-clergy and the prisoners of the
oppression of the Mongols continue joining
the ranks of the rebels. Sabzevar hecomes a
centre of power-- like a fire that spreads
through dryv brush, the Shi’ite revolutionary
guides, who enjoy the backing ol the rural
warriors and champions of the masses, and
the ideology of Sheikh Khalifeh and Sheikh
Hassan and their kind of informed,
righteous and missionary type of men of
learning---engulf the whole of Khorassan
and northern Iran and even inflame the
south.

And, for the [irst time, a revolutionary
movement based on Alavite Shi'ism, against
foreign domination, internal deceit, the
power of the fcudal lords and large
capitalists, ariscs in arms [or the salvation of
the enslaved nation and the deprived
masses, led by peasants seven hundred years
ago, under the banner of justice and the
culture of martyrdom.

And this the last revolutionary wave of
Alavite Shi'ism, Red Shi'ism, which has
continued for seven hundred years as the
flame of the spirit of revolution,
frecdom-secking, justice, leaning towards
the people and fighting relentlessly against

the mosque.”

"This Sheikh does guess work in the
mosque and defiles the house of God."

"This Sheikh confuses the religion of the
people.” :

The psendo-clergy Lty to turn the people
against him, and prepare the ground for his
downfall. They help the Mongol ruler take
his life.

They write (o the Mongol ruler saying
that the Sheikh has strayed from the true
Sunni Religion and is not prepared to repent
and retract in spile of their best efforts.
‘They say he is propagating worldly ideas in
mosque and spreading the work of the

protesters (Shi’ites)! They continue, "His
hehavior calls for death and it is up to Sultan
Saied to rid the religions of this pestilence."

The spreading of rumors and instigating
people against him increases, but the
Sheikh’s call to understanding, faith and
salvation, continues to attract the hearts of
the deprived and suffering rural masses
more and more to him. Until carly one
merning, when his admirers go as usual 1o
see him, they sec his dead hody in the
mosque.

After the Sheikh's assassimation, his
disciple, Sheikh Hassan Juri, continues his
job. He gives an immediate call to arms,
organizes his  disciples and = goes
underground, He starts roaming the towns
and sowing the seeds of understanding and
revolt, wherever he gocs, on the basis of
Shi'ism.

The minds of the people are prepared.
The hearts of the enslaved masses are
throbbing for revolt under the curtain of
secrecy. One spark is sufficient A nephew
of the ruler enters the village of Baashteen,
as he normally does, a village about
thirty-six kilometres south of Sabzevar. With
his followers he enters the house of Abdurl
Razzaq, one of the pious and honorable
villagers, who is still reeling under the
devastating influence of the Treligious
propaganda of the ruler,

The retinue asks the villagers for food
and are duly served. Then they ask for wine!
For the villagers who are Muslims and
Shi*ites, who have been decply inlluenced
by the words of Sheikh Khalifeh, the
bringing of wine--and that, too, under
compulsion, for such rascals-- 1s 100 much.
However, they serve it! The guests become

oppression, ignorance and poverty,

A century later come the Safavids, and
Shi'ism departs from the greal mosque of
the masses 10 become a next door neighbor
to the palace of 'Ali Qapu in the Royal
Mosque.

Red Shi'ism changes to Black
Shi'ism The rullmn of Martyrdom
changes to religion of
Mourning.

C HIBIB SHIRAZI| 1979
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Internutinnal Ceater an
Adolescent Ferulity
July 1961,

Volume 11, Nwmbzr 1

" No guys, yon are not too big for a
condom. There is 0 brand for every
man, IUs not o sige that you're sy,
it's & cign thal you're s

“C PO Teen Cowncil member

The incidence of sexually
transmitted diseases (STDs)
among adolescents worldwide
hus increased markedly in the
last 20 ycars. Gonorrhea,
chlumydiu, syphilis, herpes,
genital warts, and HIV, the
virus that couses AIDS, arc
the most prevalent STDs
among teens. The World
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Qeulth  organizution (WHO)

reports thal worldwide, vne in
21) teenagers contracts an STD
each year. WHO also reports
that onme -fifth of people
worldwide with AIDS are in
their 20s, indicating that due
1 the long lalency period,
they probably contracted the
AIDS virus during
adnlescence. Regional
statistics further reveal a high
incidence of STDs among
youth:

* In Yurimanuas, Peru, 92
pereent of surveyed
high-school bhovs have had
sexual intercourse and 23
percent of these young men
have been infected with an
STD, according to a study
conducted in 1989,

* Studies in Central Africa
have shown that in some
communilies up to onc-third
of wome in their
childbearing ycars are
infertile, with 80 percent of
that infertility being attributed
to STDs.

* At a family planning
climic in, New Zealand, forly
pereent of the women with
chlamydia  infections were
younger than 20 years of age.

* Every year 2.5 million
1S, teenagers are infected
with an STD; this number
represents approximately one
oul of every six sexually active
teens and onc- fifth of the
mational ST cases, Despite
these frightening statistics,
there are a number of

obstacles that prevent the
control  of these diseases
among adolescents. Among
these arc (1) denial on the
part of teens that they cun
contract STDs and therclore
the continued practice of
high-risk behavior; (2) the fact
that some  STDs  are
asymptomatic and youth often
do not know how to recognize
them when there  are
symptoms; and (3) fear of

adult - recrimination  thut
frequently  prevents  tcens
frum asking questions or
seeking help.

Why arc young peaple
especially  vulnerable to
STDs?

Certain  cultural  practices
can contribute to the high
inadence of STDs, including
HIV, umong adolescents. In
Latin American countries like
Guutemala and  Ecuador,
some  young men arc  al
grealer risk for HIV and other
STD infections hecause they
often  have  their  first
intercourse with & prostitte.
Young women, who arc
encouruged to be sexually
passive, ar¢  considercd
unfaithful they suggest thut
their partner use a condom.

In many parts of Africa, the
practice of female
circumcision also contributes
W the high risk of HIV
infection  among  young

women due to the formation
ol scar tissue which is more
likely 10

bleed during the sexual act,
thus facilitating HIV
infection. According to Fuith
Ekwempu, Assistant Chief
Nursing Officer at Ahmadu
Bello University in Nigeria,
young women in that part of

the world are also at high risk
of STD infections due to their

involvement  wath  "sugar
daddies".... older men who
often believe that having

sexval relations with a young
or virgin girl will cure an STD.

In Asian countries such as a
Indoncsia, sex is still not
discussed — openly  despite
society’s acknowledgment and
acceplance of young male and
[emale prostitution. Religious

anatomy of girls also makes
them more vulneruble to
STD:s than their partners.

In addition to the physical
complications  arising  [rom
STDs, young women are more
apt to suffer from emotional
consequences, The over-
whelming majority of HIV-
infected young women do nat
know they are infected. Most
are diagnosed during
pregnancy or  childbearing,

groups there also object to
promaotion of condoms in STD
prevention  because  they
belisve this promotes "lree
oy

Young women are
particularly  susceptible to
ST11)s for a variety of other
reasons. Worldwide, surveys
have shown that voung women
are generally less informed
shout STDs and how 1o
prevent them than arc bovs.
The  developing cervical

They then facc the shock of
discovery, fear of their baby
being infected, and guilt grie{
at having caused the situation,
SI'Ds have an additional
element of humiliation for
young women as thcy are
considered uncleun, whereas,
tor young men they can sighily
scxual potency., The taboos
and pervasive silence
surrounding this issue severely
compromise young women’s
health.
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What are obstacles to
educating teens about STDs?
When educating adolescents
about STDs, health workers
must overcome the perceived
adolescent belief that they are
invulnerable- the  “it-won’t
happen-to-me" syndrome.
This attitude is reflected in the
continuing risk-taking
behavior, especially among
adolescents who are
well-informed about how HIV
is {ransmitted. As one girl in
the United Kingdom said, "It's
like smoking. You look at a
‘cigarette and don't connect it
with lung cancer... [AIDS] is
almost the same. [ don't
connect sex with disease.” A
Brilish young man added: "the
media and government have
made it worse (han it really is
so they can stop you from
having sex." Some young
Nigerians agree, calling AIDS
"American Intention  to
Piscourage Sex.” according to
a Nigerian youth educator, Dr,
Agharakwe Cyriacus. Another
denial strategy is to [alsely
helieve that AIDS is only
prevalent among groups with
whom the young persun may
not  identify, such as
homosexuals, drug users and
the sexually "promiscuous,”
Teens feel sale as long as they
arc  among “well  known
Iriends” and * nice" girls and

boys.
"AlDs is not just a virus-it's
ahbout isolation, lonclincss,

anger. 1 can talk about it

hecause i have AIDS."

- Brazilion Youth Educotor

An  added complication
affecting  the  diasgnosis,
treatment and control of STDs
among adolescents is  that
young people are hesilant Lo
get tested for HID or other
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STDs. This arises from the
fear that they will be asked
about sexual practices and
drug abuse, as well as a
concern that they may actually
test positive for HIV, and be
rejected by family and friends.

A similar concern is the
fear of discrimination. A
Zambian youth regounts how,
when a passenger on a bus
identified him as "that AIDS
carrier," no one would oceupy
the seat next to him and Lhe
bus conductor charged him for
his seat and the empty scut us
well,

Many youth who live and
work on the streets often turn
to sex for their livelibood or to
replace intimacy and
nurturing  that is frequently
absent from their family
relationships.  Their  low
self-esteem, hopelessness, and
more pressing needs such as
finding food und shelier often
cause them lo ighore the
seemingl more  rematc
dungers of STDs, to shun
condoms and Lo resist advice
on safer sex. Some have the
attitude thal the sooner they
die the better off they will be.
What aré the current
spproaches being used to
educate teens?.

Despite the challenges -
resistance to  condom’  use,
L.ack of political endorsement,
and shortage of materials- a
variety of programs worldwide
are working lo educate
teenagers about the risks of
STDs, including HIV. The
most successful interventions
are lhose that rely on young
people 10 educate their peers
(sce Field Notes, pg3) and

programs involving people
with AIDS (PWAs).

continued from page 2) :

A recent evaluation of
AIDS peer education
programs in the U.S. revealed
that peer counselors produced
the greatest attitude changes
related to adolescents’
perception of personal risk of
HIV infection, as well as
changes in their o help
prevent transmission.Peer
educators can he powerful
models of healthy behavior
while affording the openness

and intimacy only found
between young peuple
themselves,

People are more likely to
feed vulnerable to STDs when
they know someonc who has
heen affected by it, Due w
HIV's long incubation period,
tcens are often not likely to
see their peers sick with ATDs,
Yet, an approach that is
having positive results 15 that
of bhringing young people
topether with PWAs. Because
many youth believe AIDS is a
faceless merciless monsier,
Robert Mugemana, a Kenyan,
travels throughout Africa to"
give AIDS a human face, a
form which [teens] can relate
to." He explains thal when he
tells a young audience that he
is HIV- positive,” you can hear
a pin drop." In Brazil, PWA
program such as Pela VIDA
("lor Lile"), which target
street  youth, must use a
holistic approach, taking in to
accounl the reality that fears
of 11V compete with other
coneerns as homelessness,
hunger, violence und drugs.

Other effective approaches
to STD prevention education
include :

Targeting males- the Man
Talk Project in Swaziland

L

trains young men to distribute
condoms among men in
factories, bars, clubs and
neighborhoods. In the
Netherlands, special  male
clinies have been opencd,
along with an effort to enlist
key male [igures (such as

sports trainers) as educators.

Non- traditional wvchicles
for education -
Videos with" survival sex” li‘n
for street Kids in Brazil,
drama groups in Malaysia, and
500CeT matches where
condoms are distribuled in
CGuinea represenl innovative
approaches to cducating youth

separated from families and
schools.

condom availability
programs- Despite opposing
pressurc by parents and
church, institutions such as the
public schools of New York
City and the government of
Spain have recently opted to
make condoms available free
of charge to adolescents and
without parental consent.

What is the Key to making
these  strategies  successful?
People’s opinions differ, but
one thing most agree on is
basic philosophy emphasizing
an open and sale environment
for discussion of adolescents’

(Plain but deadly: Y conver contiing 2 connecled

profeins, tht is, gpldl and gpl2n.)

|

ideas and feelings, and a
respect for their chosen
patterns of bebavior. In all of
these approuches, safe sexual
behavior is nol promoted as a
vehicle for hidden moral
issnes . On the contrary, the
responsibility for  young
people’s heulth is put into
their own hands along with
tools to help them clarify
values and the ability to
choose their own appropriate
hehavior,

Reference: "young Women
and the HIV Epidemic,"
Elisabeth Reid, Development,
1990::1; the Culture of Silence:

Reproductive Tract Infection
Among Women in world, ruth
Dixon-Mueller and Judith
Wasserheit International
Women's Health Coalition,
1991; "PWAs Confront Teen
Denial,” WorldAIDS, March
1991; "sireet Kids and AIDS"
1HIIA Newsletter, September
1998 Journal of Adolescent
Health, Vol. 12, NQO.,
January 1991; "AlDs and
Organized  Youth," Way
information, Sept/Oct. 1990;
Planned  parenthood in
Europe, Vol 19, NO. 1 April
1990; the Health of youth, and
"facts for Action: Youth and

Sexually Transmitted
Discases”. World  health
Organization, March 1989;
Regional Meeting on

Behavioral interventions for
the Prevention of STD and

HIV/AIDS in  Kingston,
Jamaica, Final = Report,
PAHO/WIIO, 1990;
Adolescents  and  sexually
Transmitted Diseases,

Teenage Pregnancy and STDs
in Latin America Africa, and
young Women and AIDS
facisheets, Center for
Population Options ,1990.
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“Women - Challenges- to the year
2000"
Foreward:

The final vears ol the 20th century are al
hand but the persistent ULN. efforts to end
discrimination agdinst women and ensure
their Socio- political as well as legal and
economic rights are lar from recalization.
Issues of vital importance to women and
recommended measures have  been
condensed in a UN. pamphlel indicated
dbove. Because of ther sigmificance we
quote them all helow and recommend them

o the kind anention of our dear reader,
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TO THE YEAR 2000

The Uniled Metiany i3 in the vanguard af aifarls in end gen
dur diserimination ond estoblish squality berawen men ond
wamen the world swer,

However, progress hes basn el and many abihocke
ramain, hindarlag realizotion of the objectives expressed in
the United Nofioas' twe milesrone documents concarned
with wimen's righty: the 1779 Convention an the Efimine-
Nen ol AN Farmy of Discaminailon egoivst Waeen ond the
1985 Mairobi Forweand |ﬁllﬂl'|y shllgin far the Advanie-
mant of Wamen

The globol sutleak lor womes is adversaly nifected by
wch foctors as confinued popaiolion memave, the sk of
A0S, pervosive femeds illilersey, viglence ot home, in the
workplocr and in secisdy, e prolenged iwiemational debr
erlsti. and the incrensing number of refugeer ond dispieced
persani. masl of whom are women ond their chifdren, Eves
though thare hos been some progress in the e of luge!
equality, actunl egunlity remales elugive.

As we opproock the peor 2000, sany chofenges -
main: lwgnl, health, edwvcohon, scanemie, palilical and
(R4 ihﬂull'lﬂl The hh'lﬂq lis ia axcwrpiml fram the
United' Mations sublication Wemen : Chmllenges s the Tane
2000 (DPNTI34 in Enghish, Freach and Spanivh), For furthur
infarmaiion on how 1o eblain ik beok, alease caniner

United Mnors PabbiorensTalon Sactas, Boom DC2-853
Lirvend Momgus/Muw York, NY 10017, UEE
T £312) 96 0302 Fax: [273] 940 2489

TG THE YEAR 2000

b lnirooke awanksess mmang mes wnd wamen af wamen s
rhghls under inlurnationol ceaventions ond nalioncd lows

L2 iir'n!'hln nerhanal marhoneres o the aillsonrement ol
‘ST

¥ Achisye rmatdication by oll countnes af the Convention on
*hu Eiminatian of All Farms of Dlasriminotien ageinst Waman

¢ Ensure cqual rights For women uader nalionad laws

»  Guoranies snlorcemen! of lows seleguording wamen's
Enulllilf: intreduew affirmoelive otlion incenlives and panplrieg

"hl H“"dh""'
v Abelith all e of slovery and prostitulion of womea

s Eytablish o legal minimum sge for marioge ond anseie the
muAual consest of both parkies, o well a3 the weomea's sght o
reetmin her pwe natsanality

v Guaronlee the dght of oll women indepunduntly 10 buy,
vall, own, inhoolt end edminiiter groperly and ather reysuress

v Proveds kgol praluclion of wamen s sgqual aeeess o land
Ihlﬁiihl".. crudil, Irgiming. investmunt and income

¥ Eileblish notisasl mechinary in oll roumiries 1o implement
et manitor pregres bewords wemen's sguolity ond 10 pro-
vids v machamivm far redress af grimvnmeey

TO THE YEAR 2000
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¢ Improve women's and girls' healrh by ensuring them pe-
eoit 10 adeguate motersal hoolth care, fomlly plonadng omd
nsalribian

¥ Intreoss national health budgets o allow for iree prmory
health core, maintenance ond improvement of exirtimg heolth
focilifies, improved clean woter and sanitalion focilities and
suhsidized preseribad medicarions

¢ Earmark natienal Funds for research and prasssian of fam.
ity plonning dovices

¢ Eniere nctass to fomily phanmang nnd the ngl‘lr of gach
woman o detide an the number and sparing of her children,
octivaly discouroge child-beosing ot ton early an oge

¥ Rodure moternal mortality thraugh provisien of adequate
pre- ond post-notal heolih care, anduding marition for preg-
nont woman and leciating medhers

v Compaign for squal shoring of domertie raipansibilitine be-
Fwwmin man pnd wgemen

*  Frotect women's equal access fo heolth services, especioily
For fermole childien. the dlicklod and eldatly women

¢ Inereose e gapeciancy for women 10 af leastl &3 yoars in
ol countries

+  lnirsdues o glabal immunization ogainst the six majer
communicoble diveaies of chibdhood: tubeiculoss, dpghtherio.
poliomyelitia, meales, teiomus and whosping cough

¥ Imposs severe penolties bor pre- and post-netal femele
infnnticide

¢ Eliminate the traditional praclice of lumals circumcisian

v Guaranice access he prﬂ?ll:i'lul MEEAURS L DEINT canfroe.
tien of AIDS and other sexvally fronumivied diseayes: pravide

esunselling end support servicus Tor AI0S vierims ond thaie
familes
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* Mok o concontrated world- wide offart to end llilerocy
wmpng lemalies by the year 2000

*  Create incentivos aimed al achiovieg squal literacy rates
for males and femeles; mecaure progesss lowords the gool of
universal lieracy and numeracy by the yeor 2000

b Inlwmiify efforty towords universal primary education dus-
Ing tha 1990y by meking education o priorily ‘cencern

*  Revive oll texthaoks 1o climinale sex slarsatyping and fe
inchyde the tonfriburions of women lo civilisalion

*  Improve secomdary educotion far girly, sspedially in neal
arees, by intredicing doubli-shif or single-sex schoads In
regions where gender wwgmgoiien distourages female educa.
Tt prowidi incmmiives 1o fomilies lor gids to remedn in school

¢ Guorontes equol occess 1o quelity sduialiss ond iroining
sn all aubjects and o1 all levels) pravide pretwmentiod freeime:
o0 finnnciol swbsidies which would fasilitots lemale seoss 1o
muls-domingred univensilies

*  Fromeie mare women {aschers ot pecondary end vniversity
level, encouraging them to ot on role model: and menters dar
female students

* lncrecas the selory scale and stotus of the overall teadhing
professian, from kindergorten 1o university, in recognition of
tho foel that sducation is o vital key 1 the qualiry of Iifs

*  Encournge women to sebedt mele-deminoted sccupations
and duisgregete the currlovla; improvs iraining in the siences
and mothematics, a5 well o5 s vocationsl, technical and busi.
newn subjects, for gtk and yeung womas

b Frovide conviniasl aceess is odult sducotion for women,
imeluding child core focilitins ond might closses

*  Develop adubl lugal, wennomic ond pelitical literacy
pragrammes b sugment boic lilemcy and numenacy
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#  Inirodyce special mussures b increose the propestion of
vwomen involved in sramamic decirisn-maoking

¢ Extoblish sprcific troining pragrammas, cepeclally for
women living in axtreme poverty, to imprave thelr candibon

¢ Expond the delinition of aconsmically attive’ P bans 16
Include women performing productive bul uspeid loaks in de-
wuloging countries

»  Eviobilish guidelines for pender-diseggregated stailstles se
that womaen's work s deady raflecred

»  Indwde women's poid and unpaid work im nafional oc-
county and scenomic shofistics

+  Guoroaice squal cmployment apportunitles; previde
preferentsal tfreatment bn the biteg of wemon unlil aguel sm-
ployment condltlons ase ssbablished

v Provide squol cecuns 1o Racnaisl cradil, lomily benefits

and the righl bo perficipats in recrestional. culturol ond athdeti
achivrlieg
*  Emayrn thet women with chidren have the right 1s wark, i’
metnrnity beaus and ta sther porental benefits

¢ Dovelop vervioes to redwce women's child core and domsos-
tic workleod, inchuding incontives 1o emplopers bo provide
child-core focilities for working parents o
»  Expablish flewible weeking bours and parental leave 1o en- - & 5 ;
caurage the sharing of child tare and demaibic work batesen
poreats
» Gumosies squal poy for wark of comparohls value; #n-
coursgs tefal gender dusegregntion of the workplocs 1
r  Enwurs aduguate walfnrs services Je.g. sotial securirg, pen.
son ond unamploymant benefin]

1L

¢ Introduce speclal meaivas to increase the
women invelved ln politicol decision-making

+ Socure weman's right to vote, stond Tor wlechion and held
public or political olfica aknns

» m““hhhm*lﬂmm;
dently, according to thels awn individusl proferests

» m-um“'gh—ﬁuﬂhﬁ
platforms

v Generole suppar Arrworks 18 thal sare women tan com-
poign for public sffice, af the grassvoels. shote, mational,
roglonal and intermaotional kevals

¥ Mainitoin resters of qualéiied wemen for pasitions
governmend, political parties and eds unigns

*  Callact shatisticol dota and publicize waman's participation
In high-lovel decision-making bedics 01 tha netisnsl, regional
and inbeanationa levals .

*  Promobe qualified women 1o pesitians of pewer ot every
lowel within paliticsl, begistative and judscial bodiny. with Hhe
goal of achlcving periry with men

b Encourege weenwn in pavar te serve oy mamiors ond offer-
wiia suppect quolifind weman candidoter in sheir coreer dovel
apmenl

*  lncrweye the number of weman in loadershlp pesltions in
public and private crlsrprive 1o ot least 30 per cend by the
year 2000, with o visw to ochitving fuhers parity with men.

¢ Implement policies te prevent, coatrol and redwee vislames
againud wamen im the family, the workploce and pociely

v Moke the alimination of domastlc vielents & naliancl

Rri iy

¢ Institeta compewhansive legislotive relorms 10 provect
wemen sguinal demestic violence, sexual haraisment ond
physlcal abuie in the howe, the workplote ond sodety, Indud-
Ing sirang deterrent and comaciive moeasures

* Provide suppoen services fer female victims, induding bosic
thaher, bood and medicsl, legel and prychelegioa! eaisence

»  Provide amployment sepport services te fester economic
wil-sufficisnry emeng victimg
*  lmstitute troining programmes for fediclory, heolth and so-

dial services personnel, a3 well a3 low onfortamesd officen. 1o
eniure humans treotment of wicting

¥ Promate legal Blarsty and peace sducoFion programmes in
sthools ond in the medio, undorscoring women's plighr o2 wit-
ks and 'n patentisl o g muokarn /

» Moumt public sworeness campaigns fo curtoll pxcessive
winlunes ond ger stermntyping in the media

» Rwwise aducorional cumicula 1o shift the emphaiis Fram war
and wiolpnce 10 more peocehdd pspecis of civilisation

»  Espablish o quele sysiem re eniurs the representation of

waman ir debegotions aegollaling peees and disprmament ar
the decition-making level

*  Premote the incarporeiion of women i peace education
prograimivis in schoels, sonferences end publidey compalgns 1e
underscon their potentially significant rals in mediation ond
nagetsatian
b Suppart proceful matheds of condlict rpshutizn thraugh
madigtion omd negalialien rather thom sggrmstion
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As Muslims we congider the edicts of
the Holy Quran to be the final arbiter in
all matters pertaining to our life in this
world as well as the next. However,
sometimes some problems crop up due
to misunderstandings in the
interpretations of the exact words of the
Book. Here we are going to quote and
then discuss some misunderstandings
emanating from misinterpretations of
verses 34 and 35 of chapter IV of the
Holy Quran, resulting in unjust rulings
being issued against women in court
cases.
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Most women have always been puzzled
by the prevalent interprefations of these
verses and their likes. In this article, we will
firstly concentrate on the text and meaning
of these two verses of the Holy Quran, We
will them consider the prevalent
interpretations of the verses.

We will primarily make a brief reference to
the interpretations of the above verses and
then pose questions on them:

Almost all interpretations in this case are
similar, with a slight difference which does
not affect the essence of the interpretations.
There is no fundamental difference among
them. A summary of the interpretations of
the said two verses is given helow.

Men are swperior to women. This
superiority is due to man’s rational faculty
according to some interpretations, (o his
economic power according (o other
interpretations, and to his physical power
according Lo still other interpretations.

. Men are the protectors and

malintainers of women,
because God has given the one more
strength than the other..."
In most interpretations, “the one" is taken as

a reference to. "men”, while "the other” is
considered a reference to "women”, In other
words, Allah bas made men excel women,

'.. and because They support them

from their means .."

Most  interpretations consider infaq
(spending out of one’s means) the same as
nufaqah (alimony) which men give women
or as wedding expenses or as any expense
which men undertake for women,

“..The righteous women are devoutly
obedient, and guard in (the husband’s)
absence what Allah would have them

guard.."
Most interpretations define these traits to
apply 10 women who ohey their hushands
and who guard themselves, their honor, and
the properties of their husbands while the
latter are away.

"..as to those women on whose part
ye fear disloyaity and

ill- conduct,. .."
In most interpretations, "disloyalty” is taken
as a woman's refusal to comply with her
hushand’s sexual demands.

.. admonish them (first), (next),
refuse to share their beds, (and last)
beat them (lightly) but if they return to
obedience, seek not against them
means (of annoyance): for, Allah is the
Most High, Great (above you all)."

Most interpretations consider Lhis w be
addressed to men or husbands. They,
therefore, give husbands full authority to
admonish women, to leave women alone in
their beds and to heat them.

With respect to these interpretations, the
following points are noteworthy:

A group deem men on the whole superior
to women because ol the former’s power of
reasoning, while no evidence is cited for all
men's rational superiority over all women.
The question that should be posed is: "Did
Huodrat .Zaynabr (AS), who determined
what the righteous deed of her age was and
whu bravely accompanicd the Imam of her
time, have greater rational faculty or her
husband and all the men who did not assist
Imam lussein (AS), even though they were
Muslim and faithful men.?! Or did the men,

who stood against Tmam Hussein (AS) have: -

greater rational power,?"

Is the rational power greater in a woman
who takes care of her life and children and
who endeavors 1o bring them up, or in a
man who turns 1o immorality and addiction,
who knows nothing other than inebricty,
who feels in no way responsible for his
family.?!

So it cannot be said that all men have a
greater power of reasoning thun all women.

If the criterion of superiority is economie
power and provision of the family’s means
of livelihood by the man, then what is the
decree with respect to men who have no
power to provide for their families.? If we
view the matter from a spiritual outlook,
one who is more pious is superior (to one
who is less so), whether or not he has the
power to provide his family with the means
of livelihood.

If the criterion of superiority is man’s
physical strength, will a wife having greater
physical strength excel a husband when the
latter falls short of having physical strength,
for instance, in the case of an addict or
infirm man.?

If, as a rule, "men arc always superior o
women”, then there should be no exception,
and in no casc should a woman surpass a
man. This is while we scé many instances, in
the course of history and also in our own
times, where this rule does not apply.

The Arabic word "qawwam’, meaning
firm, steadfast, and constant, derives from
qivam. In the Holy Quran, qivam and
qawwam, per se, are not set forth. Rather,
the direction which they take is important.

In the verse,”.. be upright for Allah,

bearers of witness with justice.. (V:8)"
giyam is set forth in the way of Allah,
justice, and equity.

This is while givam and constancy in the
way of Satan is censured. Verse 275 of
chapter 11 includes the following:

* Those who devour usury will not
stand except as stands one whom the
Evil one by his touch driven to .. . (IIl: 275)

As a resuly, embarking on giyam and
being gawwam is not by itself approved by
Allah. Tt should rather be in the correct
direction, using the correct approach. One
should ask whether Hadrat Zahru (AS), who
rose up for the cause of haqq (truth) and
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divine precepts, was qawwam or Abu
Sufyan, who , though a male, rose up for his
own people and race?

It must be borne in mind that the verse
was revealed when patriarchy held sway and
when women were accorded no rights, were
deemed as the source of shame and
disgrace, and were buricd alive. Possibly, at
the time, Allah wanted to tell faithful men
who accompanied the Prophet (S) that they
excelled women and rose up for the cause of
Allah, and so they should maintain the rights
of oppressed women and girls, One who
rises for the cause of Allah will make justice
dominant and hagq (truth) upright. 1f the
right of women who are oppressed or who
have been killed without reason are to be
observed, the task should be carried out hy
people from that very society and by people
whom Allah has graced "o rise up for His
Cause "

Perhaps, one of the reasons behind
Allah’s bestowal of a daughter 10 Prophet
(S) was to prove this matter. The Prophet
(S) treated Hadrat Zahra (AS) in a way that
was not at all in conformity with the customs
and traditions of his time, The people of the
time considered the prophet (5), deprived
of offspring, since he did not have a son,
This is while the Prophet (S) took along
Fatimah (AS) wherever he went, respected
her to the utmost, and rose whenever she
entered. Now that Allah has rightfully made
the Prophet (S) the maintainer and the one
who should rise up, il the Prophet (S)
observes the rights of a woman such as
Hadrat Zahra(AS), the situation will
become such that this woman will berself
become a maintainer and will rise up for the
cause of Allah and will train a generation of
people who will ris¢ up until doomsday. The
Muslims 100 will ris¢ up deriving inspiration
from this, and loving the uprising of her
descendants and, towards the end of the
world, they will fill the globe with justice
and equity under the leadership of the
promised Mahdi (may Allah expedite his
re-appearance),

The salient point in the interpretation of
the Holy Quranir verses is that thesc verses
derive their meaning in relation to Allah
and not in relation to aught but Him, be they
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men, women, &tc. :

If we carefully consider the
above-mentioned verse, we realize that it
does not intend to convey the point that
"men are superior to women”, because they
are "men’, and that being a male constitutes
superiority.!

On the .contrary, the verse bascs man's
superiorily over woman on rules, and
determines a norm for it. It says that if men
are superior to women, il is not because they
are males. Rather il is because Allah has

made some of them excel and “because they
spend out of their means.” So, maintenance
and uprising is confirmed, sound, and
natural when it is based on grace from
Allah, and infag. :

The two criteria of maintenance, namely
the grace of Allah and infaq, need further
explanation:

1)The grace of Allah refers to blessings and
perfections which Allah grants human
beings. Surely, these are nol oblained by
extraordinary means. Verse 32 of chapter 6
has explained the grace of Allah, And it
seems that this verse is the continuation of
the same topic. In verse 32 of chapter 6
Allah says:

"Andinno wise covet those thinSs in
which God has bestowed His gifts more
freely on some of you than on others to
men is alloted what they earn and to

women what they eam ... (IV: 32)

Here, there is no difference between men
and women. Whoever makes effort and
does good deeds will reap benefit from it,
and this has been interpreted as the grace of
Allah. So, do not covet and envy the grace
of one who has endeavored and has
benefitted from what he has earned. He

then says:

".... And ask God of His bounty..(IV:32)

Seck the grace of Allah through correct
means. That 1s to say, this grace is acquired.
It is not cxclusive to men or women.
Anyone— be it & man or a woman-- should
seek this grace from Allah and should
obtain it through picty and righteousness.
That is to say, differences in race, sex, cluss,
etc. are not considered as divine grace for

anyone.
The verse
"....surely the most honorable
of you with Allah is the one
among you most careful (of his
duty)....(XIL:13)

is a solid proof for the veracity of this
interpretation. Therefore, the superiority of
men over women is not hecause of the
dominance of the males over females.
Rather, it is piety that scrves as the criterion
for superiority.
2) Infag: Another reason for superiority is
spending out of one’s means, The
interpretations deem infag as  men's
payment of alimony (o women, while, in this
verse, infaq is not confined to alimony. As a

result, the issue is general, and includes
infaq in the society as well, '
Infaq is different from having wealth and
property, and cannot be interpreted as
alimony or man’s provision of living
expenses for women. A person allocates to
infaq 500 tomans of a total of 1000 tomans
that he has, and if another person allocates
to infaq 70 tomans of a total of 100 1omans
that he has, the latter has done a greater
deal of infaq than the former. According to
the Quran, infaq has an ideological meaning
and has requircments mentioned in other
verses. Among these, reference can be made
to the fact that infag should not be coupled
with hypocrisy, should not be cast in the
teeth of others, and should not involve
harassment. For the sake of brevity, we
dircct the attention of the rcaders to verses
262-275 of chapter II, of the Holy Quran.
All verses on infaq lay emphasis on
sincerity «of intention and warn against
hypocrisy, injury, reproach. Infaq in the way
of Allah is not done with the intention of
even gaining worldly and heavenly reward,
It means devotion and self-sacrifice and

R e e e e e S

sincerity for the sake of Allah.

As indicated in the verse, infaq is not
confined to alimony. Alongside this issue, it
is necessary to note that if nafagh derives
from infaq, grant of nafagah should not he
coupled with reproach, injury, or
expectation that the one receiving it should
do something in return, while this is so
unfortunately in the prevalent
junsprudential decrces at the theological
centres. Alimony is in return for compliance
(with the husband’s sexual demands) and
has been turned into a deal. A man carries
out infag in order to win his wile’s
compliance, According to the explicit
wording of verses 262 to 275 of chapter II,
this does not constitute infaq. It is rather a
deal, Allah has established the sexual
relationship between a hushand and his wife
anly for reproduction. Apart from this, it
has no genuineness. It constitutes a duty of
the man and wife, whether or not there is
the question of muney. A man and wife are
duty-bound 10 observe this on the order of
Allah . When alimony and compliance are
turned into a deal, can a wife evade the duty
Allah has vested with her, if a man is not
financially able to pay nafaqal.? Or, on the
contrary, il a wife cannol sexually satisfy

her husband, should the man abandon the
good deed of infaq.? Infaq and compliance
are two independent matters. In relation to
Allah, each person has a duty which he must
carry oul, and neither one can serve as a
pre-requisitc for the other. In continuation
of the verse, Allah refers 10 the features of
righteous women as being "devoutly
obedient" and "guarding what Allah would
have them guard" Each of these words
assumes true meaning in relation o Allah.
A righteous and obedicnt woman observes
sell-restraint and guards what Allah would
have her guard . She follows the commands

- of Allah and obeys Him and does not violate

the divine limits. In the interpretations, this
feature of women has unfortunately been
defined in relation to men., A righteous,
abedient woman who guards what Allah
would have her guard is one who obeys her
husband, who observes self-restraint
vis-a-vis other men, and who guards the
honor and property of her husband in his
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absence.

If we say that a wife should obey her
husband without reference o any criteria,
can a husband rule over his wife contrary to
the decree of Allah.? And if he does so, is a
righteous woman one who obeys him.? Tf a
man brings home stolen or haram
(religiously forhidden) gonds, is a righteous
woman one who guards these items und
preserves the honour of her husband.?! It a
maun orders his wile not 10 leave the house
while the woman is sure that her stay al
home would be equal to carrving out a
haram deed, should she obey her husband
and stay home.?!

Should women camply with the demands
and desires of men? Or arc women
indcpendent beings, responsible  betore
Allah.? Do we consider women, as human
beings, responsible before Allub.? A higher
and more superior criterion than a husband
should rule over a man and wife, and this
authority is Allah. In other words, a woman
should obey the decrees of Allah. It is
incumbent upon women to comply with the
demands of their hushands if these demands
are in tune with Allah's decree. On the
contrary, it 18 incumbent upon everyone o
follow the decree of anyone who issues a
verdicl conforming with Allah’s decrees,
Being male or female is not a criterion of
obedience, Rightfulness, rather, is the

standard. After "guarding what Allah would
have her guard,”there immediately follows
the phrase “as Allah has guarded.” A woman
is duty bound to safeguard what Allah has
ordered, such as the children, the life, the
halal (religiously lawful) belongings, the
honour of her rightcous hushand, and 50 on,
The verse continues in this manner:

.. Admonish them (first) (next),

refuse to share their beds (and last)beat
them ( lightly)..."

Most interpretations take desertion 4s @
woman's refusal to comply with the sexual
demands of her husband. This is while
desertion does not merely refer to sexnal
non-compliance, Lexically, nushuz means
"being higher than the surlace” or "revolting
out of arrogance.” A woman who revolts and
disobeys the decrees of Allah with regard (o
her duties is nushizah. This revolt and
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disobedience includes sexual relationship as
well, If non-compliance was only in the case
of sexual relationship, the second
punishment (i.e, leaving them alone in the
beds) would not bear much relevance,
hecause being left alane in the hed is not a
punishment for a woman who is enamoured
of another man or who hates her hushand
and does not carry out her sexual obligations
towards him. She might even be more than
satisfied with this. The three stages of
punishment are based on making the
recalcitrant woman, step-by-slep, aware of
the dangers which threaten her married life
hecause of her neglect of divine duties. Or,
when left alone in the bed, she will realize
that her married life is about to collapse. Or,
she will submit to the divine decrees after
being beaten.

Angther point is about determination of
nushuz and the three stages of punishment
and their  implementation, Most
inlerpretations consider the verse o be
addressed to the hushand, while the verse is
not addressed to an individual and addresses
a group cxpressing a4 decree in the Muslim
community. At the end of the verse, Allah
suys:

"..But if they return to obedience, seek
not against them means (of Annoyance):
for God is the most High Great(above

you all)(Iv: 34)"

"You" refers to the Islamic socicty which
has decreed that women be righteous and
obedient and saleguard that which Allah

would bave them guard. It has called on
women 1o give up nushuz.

Now if a woman complies with this decree,
it is alright. She does not have to comply
with what her husband demands just
because he is a male or her husband.

Il we consider these verses from the
viewpoint of “statc jurisprudence”, we
realize that these could not be addressed to
a specific person, and to the husband in this
case. According to the Imam (may Allah
bless his soul), we should set up an Istamic
government so as to implement the precepts
ol Islam ., In this regard, the following could
be noled:

1) Are all men possessed of the requisites of
judgement which include ijtihad (deduction

of Islamic precepis), picty, and awareness of
the time, the Haly Quran and the Sunna
(traditions) to be uble to judge between
themselves and their wives, as well as, to
carry out the decree.?

2) Can a litigant who is mainly devoid of
complete justice and piely serve as u judge?
Hadrat Ali(As),who surpassed others in
picty and juslice, referred to the judge of
the Islamic governmemt following a
difference with a Jew, This is while Hadrat
Ali(AS) far surpassed the judge in terms of
possessing the gualifications of judgement.
Why did Ladrat Ail(AS) comply with and
ohserve the judge's decrce which was
wrong? It seems that Hadrat Ali(AS) did
this, firstly, to strengthen the pillars of the
Islamic government, and, secondly, not to
judge in a case involving his personal
interest and also concerning a person living
under the rule of the Islamic government.
This is, because, if hat matter was 1o
become customary among the people not
everyone was like Hadral Ali(AS) in terms
of possessing such degree of justice and
piety as to be in a position 10 implement
haqq (truth) even if it was disadvantageous.
Therefore, if such a trend was 10 take over
(the society), the fale of state judgement
and the implementation of justice in the

society would become hazy, This is because
the mode of thinking on jurisprudence
prevalent at the theological centres is
mdividualistic. Our Uluma have paid less
attention (o the issue of government, which
is a collective institution,

As a result, decrees derived from the
OQuran were individualistic, and the
government has had no role to play in them,
The question that ¢omes to mind is this:
When the Quran savs: "Scver the hand of a
thief," ean a person whose house has been
rabbed sever the hand of the thicf? Can just
any person observe the hadd ( punishment
in the case of one who drinks wine? If this
trend is abserved in modern society, it will
bring about nothing but anarchy and
despotism.

In above-mentioned verse, a recaleitrant
woman should be punished by 1he
competcht authority and by a just judge,
because all wverses on blood-money,
punishment, jihad (holy war), gisas (lslamic
reprisal) are in plural form and are
addressed to the individuals, In some cases,
such as qisas and penal decrees, the judge or
rehigious  authority for judgement should
issuc the decrce; vel some cases are
considered as exceptions, including the
above-mentioned verse. This is while this
verse is not different [rom the others. As a
result, a sound proof and cvidence should be
presented {o support the assertion that the
verse 1s not addressed to the Islamic society,
and  addresses the hushands, “«

If the verse merely addresses the
hushand, say with regard to admonition,
advice of a hushand will carry no weight for
4 woman who hates her hushand. It can even
have a conlrary effect. Conditions must be
lavourable for the advice 10 be effective,
One such condition is that ground should be
paved for observing the advice given by the
adviser, For this reason, the judge should
determine whether or not a woman will
abide by the advice given by her hushand., If
<o, the bushband c¢an admonish her;
ntherwise, someone else must do so.

Who should then determine that the
phuse of admonition bas come 1w a close,
and that now is the stage (v leave (he wives
alone in bed? Who will then determine the
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manner and duration of leaving the wives
alone in bed?

Who will specify the nanner and mode of
beating women? If 4 man has a grudge
against his wife, this is the best opportunity
to relieve himself. All people will reach that
degree of piety and justice and will be able
0 judge and issue decrees in the society of
Imam Mahdi (may Allah expedite his
re-appearance) and not in a society where
true and pious heclievers are a minority. In
fact, these arc the three stages for punishing
a recalcitrant and arrogant woman, A just
and pious judge who is aware of the Quran
and the traditions, and not a man called"
husband’, can specify ils manner of
implementation. Just as the hadd of a
person drinking intoxicanlts cannot  be
catricd out by just anyone (even though the
offence and its hadd is specified), the
punishment of a recaleitrant person too can
not be vested with just anyone, Family life
and relations between men and women are
not individualistic and personal mattres.
That confined to their home, without any
effect over their children and society. In
some cases, their problems cannot be
resolved at home and in a personal manner.

The verse then notes: "and if you fear
a breach...(IV:35)"

"And" is a conjunction here, The verse
says that if you fear breach between them,
appoint two judges. It is completely evident
that the verse is addressed to a third party.
This person or these persuns should be
aware of the relationship of the man and
wife to determine whether or not they have
reached the state of appointing judges. Also
they should find out whether or not the
three stuges have been carried out (as
punishment for this woman) and have been
completed, so as to be able w launch the
next step, Consequently, this phase cun not
be separated from the three stages
mentioned already. The verse

"And if you fear" explicitly indicates that
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it is not addressed 10 the husband, and that it
addresses the Islamic society, Since the
verse  begins with a  conjunclion, the
previous verse is also addressed to the same.
Those who believe that the verse is
addressed 1o the husband should back up
their statement by proof of (he sume.

In the end, suggestions will be presenied
below for reform on laws pertaining 1o
women;

1) All Quranic verses should be interpreted
only in relation to Allah.

2) Divine decrees should be considered
from the viewpoint of the state organization,
$0 that the punishment of a recalcitrant and
wrong-doing woman, as also that of & man,
be issued by a qualified judge.

3) To carry out the three phases set forth in
the verse, the courts dealing with farily
problems and cases should have counsellors
to observe the stages. This would enable the
judge to spend his time on matters of
greater concern, and nol to have his lime
wasted for trivial matters. Notably, the
couple refer to the court in the case of
nushuz and not for every differcnce which
naturally surfaces in married life, and which
can he resolved by the man and wife,

4) With regard to the mentioned verses, the
legislators of the Islamic Republic arc asked
to add an article 1o the civil code, stipulating
that men do not have the right to beat
women.

5) Those who arc eager for the
implementation of Islamic decrees (which
certdinly ensure justice in society) are asked
1o dynamically approach the issues set forth
here, and tv unalyze and criticize them, so
that ground will be paved for sctting forth
such discussions which deal with the fate of
half the world’s populatdon and their
children, consequently, giving way (0 the
ratilication of laws ensuring social justice,

And soccess comes [rom Allab

Zahra Thrahimi

from: UPDATE
UNCTAD

no, 48/ winter
1991-1992

One of the contradictions
of social s is that
wnmen are frequently the last
1o benelit from scicntific or
technological improvements.
In fact, the health and
livelihood of many millions of
women are often jeopardized
by changes which malc
P;ﬁcy—mnkcrs perceive to be
in the public interest”,

Evidence of social
disruption can be found at

opposite ends of the
technological  spectrum:  In
Asia, where women in
high-tech  industries  are
exposed to  contact  with
hazardous chemicals, and in
Africa, where agricultural
technologies  designed 1w
reduce the workload of

women in farming and food
processing, are given 1o men,
effectively jeopardizing  the
socigl status and  income

of the

carmn rospects
wnmer% thlEs d?f]flaced.

These and other negative
side effects of' progress”
usually have their roots m the
unequal access of women to
cducation, Jand and extension
services, and their exclusion
from decision-muking
Processes.

The Center for Science and
Technology for
Development(CSTD). In
parinership with devcloped
and developirig countries, is
undertaking a secrics of pilot
projects  on  endogenous
capacity building which will
address, among other things,
the impact on women when
new technologies are
introduced 0
community.CSTD is working
with a number of developin
countries o help establis
policy dialogues whicn address

the role, the potentials and the
possible impact of science and
technology on all the
stakeholders im natignal
COONOMmies.

one proposal, in the
contexet of women, is that
Governments;

Assess the acmual or
potential im of
technological change on

selmeﬂlgruupﬁ of women in

urban and for rural settings ;

Assess women's daccess to
land, raw materials,
knowledge, technology,
training, c¢redit  cxtension
scrvices and other means of
raising their status

Examine women's
involvement in

decision-making processes:
Include women in policy
diglogues on the role of
science and technology in
national ydevelopment,
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Jihad is Inevitable in the world. But there
is a difference here: The believers wage
Jihad in the way of God while the
unbelievers wage Jihad in the way of
"taghuts” (despots or tyrants.) A perfect
religion, unllke modern Christianity,
recognizes the necessity of Jlhad. Such

a religion tells people: Defend your

rights. Defend your dignity, your

country, your religion. Defend human
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THIRD

INTERNATIONAL

PEACE

UNIVERSITY
CONFERENCE

{parttwo:)

Unlurtonately, the Third
World has always been the
real targel in this game. Asg
long as there arc doctrings
w the world, such as
lonw-intgnsity warlarc,
presenied hy Reagan, the
Third World has  no
alteroative but to defend
itsell from the superpower
expansionist ends.

THE CASE OF
IRAN: THE

IMPOSED WAR

Let us give you a bricf
hizslory of the war imposed
on us by others, including
territorial disputes s w
the limits of the Arvand
eudd walcreay and also the
shah's support for the
Iragi Kurds, who were
opposed to the Rulg of
Saddam, Fnally alter
some  diplomatic  and
military rows with cuch
olher, Saddam signed the
Algicrs Accord with the
shab, secarding to which
all their dilferences werce
resolved. After signing Lhe
document, Saddam
declared hefore television
cameras, in a very jubilant
mood that all his disputes
wilh the shah were solved,
However, some  Ume
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belore the vidory of the
Istamic Revolution io Iran,
ohscrving  the shall's
woakness @0 suppressiog
the popular oppusition to
him, Saddum, dreaming to
replace the late Gamal
Abd an-Nusser, in leading
the Aralr world, started 2
campaien of  sabutage
against us, which grudoally
led v the incredible
assaull against Tean,

Aller liaq altacked us,
Iran - had  omly wo
alteroatives:  [Fither] 1o
surrender to Lhe agoressor,
or, to resist and 1o fght
unidl the expulsion of 1he
agpressor.  Natoeally, we
chose the lairer. Relyving
on our salional resources
and millions of volunteers,
in  counter  acting  the
BEeression, we have gained
the upper hand in the war,
Most important of all, we
have reached this stape
without  amy  Torcign
support or loans, or losing
a bit of our ndependene,
while the raqi segime is
indebted  for  some 60
billinn dollurs. Morcover it
has made itsel depenident
vpon' the US, The
USSR, and France in
managing the affars of

International

magazine form."

this war. o the course of
the  war, Trao has
immensely beco inspired
by the enlightcning Islamic
Weology  which  regards
eombat for ong’s country,
and ideals o challeaging
duory in the ohedicnce 1o
Allah.

The West und (e East
have made no secret of
their support for the Frangi
regime. Time and meain,
French president Franeois

Mitterand,  along  wilh
some  Amcrcan, and
Sovict officials Buwe

prockimed -that the Tragi
defeal  in his  war 15
cquivalent 1o that of their
own. We ask all nations Lo
press their governments to
stop supporting Iradq in this
aggression againsl Iran,
IRAQ'S
SUB-HUMAN

WARFARE

Chemical warlare:

Ever sincc 1983, the
Iragi regime has resorted
many limes (o chemical
weapons  against  Tranian
soldicrs and Gvilians alikc.
Ewropean  and  Japanese
physicians after cxamining
Iranian soldicrs wounded

* This is part 2 of Miss Taleqgani’s
speech delivered at
Peace University
Conference held in Helsinki OCtL.
22-26, 1986 The 1st part was
printed in the Payame Haajar issue
of Winter,1991 said paper Is now
being published

the 3rd

in enlarged

by the chemical warlare of
Trag, attested to the Fact
that Iraq had heen using
chemical weapons aguinst
Trun, In uddition to that,
the LN, team of waperts,
whuse members were from
Spain, Sweden,  and
Australia | alter coming (o
Tran in 1943 and inspecting
the chemically wounded
Iraniams, umd  residential
arcas hit by these chemical
bombs, declared in @
United Nation document
that Iraq had been using
chemical weapuns against
Tran, The lollowing is an
excerpl [rom theis repori:
"The following are our
unammous conclusions: a,
chemical weapnas in he
fowm of acrinl bombs have
been wsed in lhe arcas
inspeeted in Tran by Lhe
specialists  as  indicated
above. b. The types ol
musterdagents vsed were:
Bis-2-  chlurethyl-sulfide,
also known as Mustard
Gas, and Elthyl-N, & nerve
ageol known ss Tabun”
This chemical warflare is
in sharp contrast with the
1925 Geneva  Protwocol.
Even the Security Coancil,
after some thrce years of
vindifference and  silence

aod even ditget support
for Traq in its aggression
against Tran, on March 21,
1986, finally condemacd
the Tragi chemical warlare
against Iran in » very mild
Atalemcl.

1lowever, hecedless of
this UN condemnatiun, the
Iraqgi regime again
resorled  to chemical
waapons in March, April
ant) May of 1986, All this
srems from the
unconditional support of
the superpowers fur Trag.
Despite  the lp  suevice
being paid by the
supcrpowers o chemical
disarmamecnt, the
cscaluling use of these
weapons  scems (o he
making them conventional,
that is  whenever any
puwer deems feasible and
suitable, il would resort Lo
chemical weapons as if it
were eonventional lorees,
without any reservation,
This threatens the 1925
Guueva Protocol us well
as, the 1972 Bioloyical and
Toxic Weapnns
Convenlion,

Reagan said on Febs,
1982 "The production of
lethal  bimary  chemical
weapons is essential to the

notionul interest” of the
USA. The LS. is going lor
[ull chomical re-gemament

in total  disrepgard  of
internalional jrhlic
ﬂrﬁ“iW+

France s anather

chemical power, which,
glong  with the sovicl
Union and the US. has
been supplying Iruy with
these weapons, France has
provaded Irag wilh
blological weapons as well.
Resorting o chomical
warlure by Traq is duc to
its inability 1o fight the
Iranian Inrees on the war
[ronis.

As a natlon which has
losl many of its besl
soldicrs and civilians in the
course of the chemical
warfare, we  stromgly
support chemical
disarmament  and  the
complete  incineration  of
these weapons as well as @
stop to the manufacture of
binary chemical weapans.

War of Cities:

During the soven-year
aggression against us, lrag
has many times resorted o
the "War of Cities", that is,
homburding the residential
arcas of Jrun, us well as
bombarding masques,
churches, schools,
hospitals, and  historic
buildings, all of which have
heen confirmed by the
UN, und UNESCO

On FEB. 20, Irag
Mighter bombers attacked
an  Tranian  pussenger
plang, thus killing more
than 40 civilians,

In addition Lo thal. on
OICT. 15,1986, Tragi planes
bombed am  Tran  Adr

pasgemger  plane  whose
passengers were
disembarking at Shiraz
Airporl,  killing  and
wounding  scores - of
PASSUNECTS.

Also, in May 1986, the
Tragi air force bombed an
Iraman  lrain laking
civiliuns  Nean southern
Tran to Tehran, thus killing
and wounding hundeeds of
civilians, mecluding many
women and children,

The lragi agents in Tran,
every oncec in & while,
place bombs with greal
explosive  power, inside
crowded arcas, killing and
wounding  hundreds ol
civiliany every time, When
arrested and intorviewed,
all these terrorists cunfcss
o he hired by Irag for

enacling  such  heinous
crimes,

All tbese  have gooe
gnnoticed by the
internationa) arganization,
IRAN'S STRATEGY
FOR PEACE:

We need peace more
than amyone clse [or the
altatnment ol ceonomic
sell-  sulliciency  and
develupment. We long Tur
an oppuriunily lo
re-construct our cowniry
which has been ruined by
the shah and his wesicrn
suppuried  dictatorship,
However, we belicve that
compeomise and  laking
ahject stamecs will nol
bring peace [or ws, rathce
they only cxasperate and
perpetoate war .. and
tention. Wo  strongly
oppose  the creation ol
snother Lebanon in Tran,
aiel are firmly against Lthe
spread of war in Lhe
Persian  Giull  and  the
Middlc East. We do nol
covet the territories of any
olier country,

We are merely enacting
the Ouramc
commandmenl :

“If vwo partics among the
belicvers [all into a fight,
make peace between them,
but if osc of them
Lransgresses beyuni

bounds against the other,
then light against the ooc
which teansgresses until it
eomplies with the
command of ALLAH

"Mloly quran ixlix9)",
Oaly in this maaner can
we reach peace.

Expericnce has shown thal
nations acquire peace only
by rclving on their own
national resources. Now,
we have no other chaice
but to continue defending
oursclves, since the nalure
of this war, in aur eyes, is a
defensive one, We have to
resist until we can have o
just, honorable, and vishle
peace. Iran is deteremined
o set an cxample for all
the down- trudden people
uf the world, who have
access to nowhere  but
their own niatkonal
resources, that by standing
firm in the facc of
aggression, one can linally
punish the apgressor, and
also bar future ageressors
from carrying ool stonilar
acts,

Tn the end, we would like
o express our gratilude
for the people who have
held this gathering, thal s
the Third International
P Universily
Conference in  Helsinkd,
Finland. We call ypon all
freedom- loving peoples of
the world, nol o regard
these  gatherings  and
marches  sulficicnt  for
allairing peace, and pool
their vtmost cfforts for
pressing their governments
1o stop the arms race und
militarism, and make the
world a safc place to live
. We would also like to
call wpon all pations 1o
take necessary measuecs Lo
bring an end o the arms
wace, militarisation  of
space, satcllites, cullures,
mentalities, and world
views,
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WOMEN

AND THE WORLD

Increasing the women’s capacities for
self-determination and granting them

their full status will lead them to have

Smaller families,

problem of population explosion. In
most countries, there is discrimination
against girls. Poor investment in girls
leads to a vicious circle for them: the
malnourished girl has less chances to

goc to school and

employment opportunity. With aarly

marriage, her chances to give birth to

less healthy children will Increase,
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& solution

e

This will lead Lo
greater  infant  mortality
{more deaths for girls) and
greater lendency to have
more children o secure
her fumure, thus greater
fertility,

T we add to these
factors, the  following
]'Icﬂ.hhs;

- Tropical [orests today
are being felled at a rate of
11 million hectarcs a year;

Top soil is being
washed away by wind und
rain al the sate of 26
billion tons & year:

== New sdrelches of degert

&rC appcaring at a rafc ol
six million heclarcs a year:
and... that cvery year the
river (ianges alone  picks
up 146 million motric 1ons
of the [ertile top soil from
Tndia, Bangladesh nd
Nepal, and dumps it ioto
the Bay of Bengal and
that in Sul-Saharan Africa
65 million hectires  of
marginal  land  have
become desert in the last
30 ywars and ... The effects
of population growth are
[elt most ucutely.

These effccts are often
felt  strongest by  (he

prowest and most deprived
people, most ofien by the
wamen, It is they who have
to walk further and Tucther
cach day with a child on
their back, on¢ in the
hand, one thal they arc
expecling io the womb and
mapy  ruaning  around
them, 1o ferch  the
Orewood, and o scarch
for 4 steetch of unpolluted
water. They are the oncs
wha must cope with (he
cffeels of environmental
degradation and pollution
o0 their own and their
family’s health,

Puelwood scarcity now
affects wn cstimated 13
billion people, and this
fipure may ris¢ w three

billinn Ly the end of the

cenlury.  Around 70
percent  of  all  Undia's
ground-water is polluled
with scwage and toxic
wastes; and deforestation
and mechanical irrigation
projects  have left  anm
cstimaled 23,000 villages
without drinking water. Tn
Haitt  wod  Zimbabwe,
many are forced Lo usc
unsafc  waler. Even
hreast-milk  has  been
found to be poisoned by
pesticides in  parts  of
Central Amecrica,
Migration is a growing
phcaomenon in the
developing  world,  With
the influx of the mcn 1o
uiban arzas, family tics are
inlerrupted. A husband
ZOINE 1o o Gty with his wile
left behind in the village,
even if (emporarily, may
never  return. This  has
ciaused sex  imbalances,
und changing pariners, has
also increasid the
incidence  of  sexually
transenitted discascs such
as AIDS. |

With such  migrations,
women become more, and
more heads of houscholds

in the poorest eountrics,
However, in comparison Lo
mcn, they do ool bave the
same rights. For cxample
women are nol permiticd
to own land in Colombia,
Nepal, Kenya, Ethiopia,
Panama, Chile, lrag and
Eegypt. Hener, households
headed by women do not
have the same rights as
those headed by men.

Flanuing for the foture

While the alove puoints
may be considercd as
giving a ncgative vutlook,
leaving little room for
hope, an attempt made (o
highlight is the cssential
role which has to be
assigned  to women, il
sustained development is
sought. To reach a new
and  productive  society,
cflective  wtilisation of
potentials of women is nol

only RECTSSArY, but
absolutely cssential.
Providing women with a
greater degree of acoess 1o
cducational, health and
employment apportunities
will have a direct bearing
on  sustained  coonomic
development
Improvement of social
wellare  For women,
including provision of
pension ¢ven 1o women
who are housewives, and
improved health insurance
system, are sleps in the
right direction. In addition,
the cstablishment of a
groaler numhbgr of
nurscrics mear or within
institutions where women
are working, can give them
the proper assurance thal
their children wre being
well lockeld oflter therely
incroasing their
procductivity  anl  work
molivation,

Our ¢lloris bave o starl
today, for tomarrow 15 Loo
late.

iIF IT'S NOY
APPROPRIATE
FOR WOMEN
iTe MY
APPROPRIATE
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As a
result, current laws and
regulations oz
undergnne the minimum
necossary changes, and all
uther rules and
regulations, not conflicting
with Islamic  principles,
have heen reluined.

In addition to the above,
rules cavisaged in the Law
have been approved in
such a manncr that though
banks have been granted
the power of purchase and
sale, and compelilivn, they
are allowed to grant ercdit
lacilities for the purchase
of goods and merchandise
to applicants, only agzatost
the wndertuking of such
applicants. As a resull, the
hanks have been stopped
from  enguging  into
commercial activilies  as
merchants, indircetly by
the Law, and explicitly by

in banking apzrations, only
as "cash aeents”,

The new Law has Lakeo
form in three primary
seclors, be: (1) gathering
of resources, (2) grant of
banking facliliss n cash,
and (3) central banking; so
as to scparate the banking
functions of gathering and
spending  of  resources
from the functions of
monetary policy,

In the present report, an
ellorl hus been made to
eviludte snd analvee Lhe
cffcets ol these changes on
venlral bunking in Iran. OF
COUrse, in fomec cases an
incvitable  evaluation af
elfects of the changcs un
hanking operations  has
also taken place.

The approval of the new
law ~ for “Usurys  Free
Ranking, raises & numher
of questions regarding the

aoswers o which  sre
passible o 8 cortain
extent, hor,  Jefinile
answers W which  must
come with the pasage of
time, and attsinment of
grcater experience:

Has the implesicntation
of the new law spelt a
change or disruption of
object and dotics of the
zntial Bank?
2-Will the changes in the
rights and instruments of
monelary policy, have un
adverse effcd oo Lhs
perfurmance anl
ellectivencss  of  the
manctiary pulicy?

3-Does monctary policy,
under  the new  und
regulations, scem 1o be
ellective as before?

Wi discuss  hercundgs,
the [irst question on its
own, aml the second and
third together:

muost he painted out that
the overall aims and dulies
of the contral Bank, in
accordance with the law,
as they have nol been in
eonflict  with  lslamic
principles,  have  nat
wndlergone iany
appreciable  change, Nt
follows  that  whal was
considercd uy the alns aod
duties of the central Bank,
under the old law, has
boan retuimed.

Another impartant basic
point also needs to be
menfioned here. The usual
banking operativns of the
cenlral Bank with the
povernment  instilutions
ani vummercial
urganization owned fully
by the government, as well
#s with banks wp Lo Lhe
limits of their vwn privatc
resotrees, may he carried
out sade of the framework

trachitional banking
practices, In other words,
as from the viewpoint of
Islamie  principles, the
center Bank and  ulher
[ully owned government
Organizations arg
considered us "the
guvernment”, bence
payment or reccipt of any
sddiional  amounts  on
deposits a5 well as Joans
and credits granted by the
ceniral  Baok 1o these
arganizations, in any form
ur unier any name, which
are expecied ot he
acconnted on the one side
as (he income of the
government, and on the
other as the expunses of
the goveroment, will have
no effeer on the resvurces
of the government, are nol
o be considered as usury
and  are  considered
permissihle. On the same
asis thy rights and dutics
of the central Bank, In
such matiers, have nol
undergzone a change duc to
the abrogation of wsury,
and  cuntinue  to  be
exercised us belore.

2 & 3The scoond and
third  gquestions  are
specifically addressed to
the question of change of
instruments  and  possibly
chunge in rights brought
ahoul by monetary policy,
= wlso the possibilitics for
the implementation  of

these instruments, and the
resultant effectivensss and
practicability of ‘monctury
policy in the new banking
scheme. It is for these
reasons that an cffort has
been made here o answesr

both the fuestions
concurrently.
In general, monetary and

credit policy s excrcised
to reach a pumber of
goals, From the classical

policy, cxcepting the types
of  instruments  used,
includes, more or less, the
elfects on:

1-Private svetor hyuidity

2-Credit volume

3-Priec levels (control of
infation)

#-Level of employment

S-Investment level

6-Productivity level

7-Cost price

B-Commercaal exchanges
{commerdal exchange
(acilitation)

9 Forgign value of
currency (exchange rate)

1) Forvign exchange
receipls and payments

Li-lnterests of
depositors and
share-holders of banks

In vicw of the facl thal,
as noted I snswer 1o
clause | ahove, the goals of
monctary  wmid  credit
pulicy, under discussion
here, have not changed. It
s vbvious that the. all-
cmbracing spread of the
goals of monctury policy
remuain as strong as cver, Tt
is for this reason that io
the rest of this report, the
changes pertaining (o the
instruments of monctary
and credit policy, as well
as, their practicability and
effectivencss,  will  he
analyzed, It is essential to
poiot out here that the
most Far-tcaching change
in this field is (ke
abrogation ol usury from
the serics of classical
instruments of monetary
and credit policy in Trin,
and that other classical
instruments  retain  their
strenglh and  importance
under the new laws and
regulations,
ABOLITION OF

USURY

The most impoitant and

abolition of usury from the
banking system. ‘Tt is
obvious that besides a
fund- amental change
brought about in banking
operations in the Islamic
Republic of Iran through
this innovation, one of the
basic  instruments  of
classical monctary policy
has also buen denied Lo the
éentral Bank of the Islamie
Republic of Tran, as une of
the insiruments of the
Bank's monctary policy;
because i the pasl, in
traditional banking, every
change in ihe rate of
imerest by the central
Baok was reflected in a
coreesponding change in
the rate of interest in the
market as a whole, or,
more specifically in  the
rate of interest of hanks in
the country. Obviously,
vach one of these changes
would in turm cause a
change in  the ligudity
pusition  of the private
seclor, a5 also changes in
the volume of credits, and
possibly, changes cven in
the [oreign  exchange
liquidity of the country. As
a result of these changes,
under specilic conditinns,
the contral banks can be
effective  in  controlling
domestic price levels, cast
price of pond and services,
level © of  production,
invieslmenl level,
employment level,
facilitation ol commerdal
cxchanges, a5 alsa
estahlishment of blance of
payeeets  for  [ureign
exchange paymceots of Lhe
counlry.

With this introduction,
and in view of what has
alecady Dbeen  said, the
question aniscs as Lo nwhat
instruments have replace

the instrumcel of interesl,

s0 that in case of ngexd,
they may be pul lo usey
and also whether these
instruments  would  be
cifective in attaining the
sct  goals, These two
subjects will be dealt with
and analyzed in  the

fullowing paragraphs,
AHOLITION OF
USURY AND
ATTRACTION OF
DEPOSITS

As outlined in the law,
two deviees are available
to the banking system For
the attraction of depusits,
the proper use of these
two devices, in the form of
instruments of monetary
pulicy, cun, to a ccrtain
exienl prove effective in
increasing the  volume of
deposits.  Prizes  and
preferences  connected
with Ourd-al-Hasanah and
investment deposits is onc
of the said devices. The
other device is the amousnt
of ‘"attorncy fees" [for
pulting  the investnicot
deposits to work, Granl of
prizes and preferences lor
the attraction of
Qard-al-Hasanah deposits,
in the manner approved in
the new law, could, as a
tlexible tool, be effective
in the attraction of
deposits,  Though  this
subject has also been dealt
with in the Man¢tary and
Banking law of the
country, with the clarity
amdl siress on it in the new
law, this instrumenl G,
on the one hand, be used
as a lool for the
encouragement of
depositors by the banks,
and on the other, ils
utilization as an instrument
of monetary and gredit
policy, can prive 35 am
inceative for the aitruction
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an instrument of monctary
policy, these poxes and
cpreferences,  may, as
requircd, be increased to
the extent that they would
prove usefnl and cffective
in  the  aftraction - of
deposils. 1l is obwvious that
there & a  direct
relationship between (Lhe
of prizes and preforeaces,
and amount of deposils
aliracted. Judecment on
amount of wtility and
chiceriveness of  this
instrument in the
attraction of deposils, and
ils comparison with other
iostrumenrs, will peed
greafed passage of time
and incrcase of
EXPEMIENCE,

The sccond imstrument,
as sel vul in the law, is the
“wltorney fee® for pulling
the investment depasits to
waork. As the income of the
depositor is an  integral
part  of  the | bank's
portfolio, Lhe depasitor,
with a forccast of the in
incomg of the baoks
purilolio, expeet to recsive
a "specific’ amount Ay
income, In view of the fact
that a change in the said
altorncy  fee  causes @
corrcsponding  change in
}Im profit expected, this
instrumgn GID prove
uselul in attracting  such

In respect of this, there
is 40 ooe morc
instrument  which  may
prove effective in  the
attraction of iovestment
depasits. This mstrument
i4 a change in statutory
TescIvES  Of  inveslment
deposits. As a rule use of
this instrument, in  ils
classical [form, s for
allecting liquadity,
resulting in allecting the
vilume of credits granted
by the hanking system. The
use of this instrument is
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possible under the new law
also, However, shauld the
use of this instrument be
made only in order to
effect the returns on such
deposils, then, obwiously a
differcat approach should
be made in fixing the
siafulory TEASTVCE On
investment deposits,
because, as outhoed in Lhe
relevant régulations, the
profits paid to investment
deposils are calcolated
after the levy of statutory
reserves on such deposits:
Hence, all oeher conditions
being equal, the amount of
slalulory reserve has A
dircat hearing on  he
profits of the deposilors in
two ways: Firstly, through
an increase in the share of
profit of the these deposits
in the sharing of the profit
ratios belween the bank
and the customer, amd
sccondly,  (hrough the
profits recoived from the
highcr ratios of the said
deposits  which  enter
banking operations. On
sccount of this with every
increase  cin stalulory
FCSCrvics  om  iovestment
deposits, the amounl ol
profit payable decreases
and vice versa. As a result,
# change m  stalutory
FCSCryve requirements,
sulely for manipulating the
umount of profilability
expecied (rom investment
deposits, can be used as a
complement  of  the
msirument  of fecs  for
putting, the depusits Lo use,
to allect the volume of
such deposits,

ABOLITION QF USURY
AND GRANT OF

FACILITIES IN THE
FRAMEWORK OF
ISLAMIC CONTRACTS

In tradittonal onenking,
an ingrease or decrcase in
migrest can be  used

clfcctively a8 a lever 1o
decrease or iocreasc the
volume of credits, With
the abolition of usory From
the new banking
mechonism, this lever has
also been denied Lo the
banking sysiem, as well as,
w monctary policy. In
order (o make up for this
Inss, and at the same lime
complement  insgriments
of monctary policy under
Islamic  banking, new
instruments  have  boen
introduced, so that they
may be used for the
implementation of
maonctary policy, including

credit policy, these
instroments hive been able
L& replace to an extent the
monctary  pobiey  of
sbolition of vsury.

New  instrument which
vould prove cffzetive in
controlling and changing
the volume of credit
[acilitics of bank, have
been covisshed i the law
s under:

I-Fixing of minimum
andfor maximum ratio of
share of bank in respect of
certain credil Tacililies of
bunk.

2- Fixing of minimom
rate of profit expedted
(return) oo ceriain lypes
of Tacilities granted by
banks.

3-Fixing of minimum
and maximum ratio of
banks in certain types of
[acilitics granted by banks
in respect of the cost price,

To make a8 mose detailed
study of this subject it is
tasential, first of all, 1o
give the specilic qualilies
of loansund credits under
traditional hanking, and
then to compare and

cootrast  the  specilic
qualitics of  hanking
[acilities wnder  TIslumic

banking. The umount of
the loan or credit, period,
ratc of inlerest and terms

specilications of a luun or
credit agreement.  Crodin
facilitics, wnder  Tslamic
banking also take into
acoount the  amount,
period, pre-payment, ratc
of profit or rate of
expected profit and terms
ol usmorlization. Under
both the wsystems, he
credil facilities, always,
whether  collective  or
individual, have been nsed
as maximum payable, as
mopetary palicy. However,
the "rale of expected
profit' (return}, “profil
rate ratio”, as well as, “eatio
of profit share' are new
nslruments  being  uscd
under Islamic banking.*

Under  Islamic bﬁl‘lﬁ-ng.

.,

excepl for grant of credits
as  Qard-al-hasanah, all
other eredit facilities are
granied  for  profitable
plrposes in gencral, and
are accompanied by a
transfer of ownership of
goods covered by Lhe grant
of facilitics, and the
reccipt of profit or am
expeclalion o receive
profit in the relevant
transactions  exisls. As
resolt, *rate of profit’, or
"rm? of expecied profil
{return)®, can be used as a
lever for monetary policy,
becanse, lower the ol
profit or ratc of expected

proil in bunking lruns-
actions, it is expected that
the demand for credil
facilirics will fo hiagher, and
versa. Making wse of thish
quulity, the law-giver has
pul al the disposal of
monctary policy the
instruments ul sprofit rale
{prelit rativ) and rate of
expecied profit (ratc of
rctuen),
COMPUTATION
OF I:"'l".'ll.ll"'ll'l~ RATL

A very relevant question
bere s how "profil rate”
{profil ratin) and "rats of
gxpected prolit” or return,
can be used as instruments
of  monctary = policy.
Another question 15 what

would lhe ellfecis be iof
these two levers were used
as instruments of monelary
policy. In the definition of
profit rate, the foolnote, il
is clear that by profit rate
is meant the profit ratio
derived from one of the
transactions like a credit
transaction, instalment sale
and hire purchase in a time
cycle, in relation with the
amount of credil [acilities
granted by the bank, In
view of the [aa in soch
iransactions, the profit of
the hank generally
constilules a parl of the
credit sale price added to
the cost price (or cash sale
price), higher the profit of
the bank (profit crat)
{When the implementation
of o contractonary policy
1 nceded) thr price of
ercdit sale will iocrease
and Lhe cost of credil
facilitics will be greater for
the customer, resulling in a
decrease “in demand for
credit fachities, and vice
versa.  In this  respect,
monegary policy scems (o
be more successful with
shurt-term credit Cacilities.

COMPUTATION

OF RATE OF

EXPECTED
PROFIT

ln the [outnole lo a
revions page, the
deliniion of ‘"rate of
expected profit” has been
considered as synonymous
with thal of “rate of
retum”’, The rate  of
expected profit applics to
trunsactions of
parcnciship, modharahan,
jo'nalah, investment amd
forward purchase, and is
awaited in the Tulure, and
its [ulfillment depends on
the foltillment of the
forceast wipnilions
regarding banking
facilitics, in the future. To

sludy the ellectiveness and
funcation of vatc of
expected return as  an
ingtrument  of monctary
policy, we are [orced to
eater into a more detailed
discussion of grant of
facilities by the banking
system, Il the word
“investment” is used in its
wider sense, Le. pulting lu
us¢ the resowrces of
bunking facilitics in any
from, or in the scnsc of
"granting of  credit
facililies” in general, and
also the granding of such
crcdit Facility is considered
s a project, il will take us
closer to the goal we in
mind in the study of this
Lopic, '

With this delinition, we
must bear in mind thal
mosl diverse possibilities
in varions scctors of the
ecunumy (markcts)  exist
for the invesiment (grant
of credit facilities) of
bank, Tt is obvious that
these  possibilides  bave
polentials of greater or
lesser profils, as well as,
greater or lesser risks, c.g.
investments in commercial
and scrvices sectors will
give greater profit than
investment in the
agricultural sector; at the
same lime, ‘the risks
involved in investments in
some industrial and mining
projects are gresler than
those in the apricultiral
projecis. in this maoner, il
hanks study and classify in
order of the rate of return
or rate of expecied profil,
the variows possibilitics of
iovestment available W
them, all possibilitics of
investment  (applications
for credic faclides) wall
ook Tike the Fallowing
tuble: Ay may be noliced,
all pessibilitics  where
banks can invest (grant
ereditacilities), are

‘covered in the foregoing
Table; because, it
represcats, in fact, the
total possible demand for
credit facilitics, including
the total possibilitics [or
investment in the socicty.
this total is , made up of at
L project mi 1 amount,
wilh highest rate of return
svuilable o the marked, ie.
rl, and m2 project in mt2
amount with the next rate
of return, ic, r2 and, at the
ead ntn project i min
amount with lowest rate of
relurn  possible in  the
markel, 2. m. Thus, no
possibilitics of investment
rermain uncovered by this
total, At the same time, it
must be noled that the
olal of the above
mentioned group, has been
split wp into smaller
sectors of ccomomy such
as, agriculture, industry &
mine, commerce &
scrvices, cie. It is cven
possible o split up the
‘mentioned group into still
smalice economic

sub-sectors, cach one of
which  would Fully
resemble the twtal group,
and possess its qualities.
This brings us to the
conclusion  that  any

decisions  taken, by
maonctary policy, keeping
in mind the special

requirements,  regarding
thc computation of the
rate of expected profit or
ralc of relurn oo various
investments (facilities
granted by hanks),
cspecially, the rate of
relurn on investments in
various sconomic sectors,
will naturally include o
oumber  of  availahle
iovestmenis  (pussibilities)
with rate of return equal to
or higher than the rale
ficed on the basis of
monelary policy; and will
obviously, =l include
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investments  {possililities)
whose rale of return or
expected profit is lower
than the rate Mixed. In
ofher words, with cvery
decsion  of  monsbery
policy, it s possible 10
climinale a certain amount
of likeiv demand which
may not b viable [rom an
cconomic (income) point
of view, from receiving
credit facilities, and viee
versa, In this way, when
the minimum expecied
rate - of  profit  for
investments (facilitics
granted by banks) is Fived,
say at 12, all investments
whose rale of return i3
equivalent to higher than
12, can make use of
Facililies,

As we natiee hére, in Lhis
manngr of operation, wirh
a decrease in the rate
under discussion, Le. using
an cxpansionary policy, the
amount of demand for
credit Facilities of banks,
Will increase; and with an
increasc in the said rate,
Le. wsing & contractionary
policy, the amoumt of
deinand for  cvedit
faclities will decrease.
This rate, il required, may
even be dilferéot  for

YUrious cconomic sectors,
S0 8% [0 encoursge an
injection of more or less
munetary fosources into
those scctors. Use of the
instruments under
discussion, as  already
stated, are, [irst of all, of
the same regular cffects oo
the volume of credils, as
could be expected from
the classical instrument of
the rate of interest. Tn
addition (o  that, (he
implementation of these
instruments  will caose
those investment projects
which are io nced of credit
Facilides of hanks, but arc
not sble o avail of them

PAYAME HAAJAR page 48

due 1o their higher cusls or
lower efficiency, and the
resullant lack of sufficent
output, (o (ry lo improve
their efficiency in order to
ghle o avail of the
facilitics, Of course, steps
taken [or the Improvement
of the cfficiency of
economic unity, also have
an eflect "collecrively” on
the  improvement  of
elficiency of the ceanomy
ol the socicty at large, Use
ol the abave instruments,
in the manmer starcd, is in
their unlimited form. The
same msiruments may he
used in thelr limited Form
as well. To attain this goal,
it is pussible that on the
lines of the monelary
policy, a specified amount
of the cxpected return
from the investments may
be allocated to banks, this
form of the instruments, if

applied,  will  improve
elliciency and be more
elfective; because, rthis

manner of operation, in
the first place, fixes the
total  of  jovcstments
(pussibilities) which may
utilize the credit (acilitics
of banks. Secondly, the
receipt of profits by hank
depends on the realization
of the ecxpected profit
and, in this manncr, il no
profit is made, the bank
will nul receive any moncy
on this accounl. In cascs
where the profit  made

(mosty in civil partocrship
lrunsactions in connection
with  howsing  facilitics
granted)  reaches  or
surpasscs the scr limits, the
bunk shall receive a
maximum up lo the set
limits, As a result, the
excess  profit made, will
helong to the recipicnt of
the credit facilicics, which
can he an incenlive for the
applicant Lo receive credit
faciliies of the bunking

. slanding  the

syslem,

COMPUTATION OF
RATIO OF PROFIT
SHARE OF BANKS

Avcording to the new
Lw for bu,ukms
opcrations, the
computation of the “ratio
ol profit share "of banks is

ane or Lhe instrumén(g of
munetary policy available
to the dentral Rank, The
compulation of the ratio of
profit share consists of
specifying the profit share
ol the bank and recipicnt
of the eredit facilitics from
the profit made in
partnership, modhacabah,
mosaqaat and mozara’sh
transactions, lo practice,
the ratio of profit share is
computed, on the basis of
forccasts, in advancen of
the profit actually being
made, However, the
shuring of the profit
between the baok and the
wser of the credit Faciligios
In this way, il the saud
rranspdions prove
profitable, a part of the
profit helongs to the hank,
and the other part to the
user of the ercdit facilitics
of the bank. In any case, if
the said transactions do
not bring in a profit,
neither party roceives any
profit, Ta lhe end, if Lhe
suid trans- actions end in &
loss, one or both the
parties o the conlract
shall bear the loss, in
accordaoce with the terms
of the contract, in view af
the fact thal in such cases
the bank and the applicant,
carey oul Lheir opcrations

collecvely, and in most
cases, also provide the
resources required for the
specilic project,
collectively, hence  the
profit shary of each one of
the parties, oot with

various

factors  that might be
involved, the relatinnship
of the profic share (o
amount  of  resources,
should of course, not be
compulsory, in principle,
cspecially from the bank's
puinl of view; a and in
practice alsp, il s not
compulsory,

ABOLITION OF
USURY,

DISCOUNT AND

REDISCOUNT

The use of discount in its
special from, Le. purchase
of debl, s considered
permissible in Tslam, 1L s
on  this  account that
acconding  to  the pew
regulations, the purchasc
of debt (discount) 15
considered permissible as
one of the aew Llypes of
bank facilities, and wsed
thus, The purchase of debt
{ihscount) being in accord
with  the  sharia  and
permissible,  has  meant
that specislists in banking
matters should try to uwse
this  instrument  more
under ceraln  spedific
conditions, Although
during this short period of
experience, nol much usc
has been made of this
instrument on @ large
scale, it seoms that in s

haria form, this

instrument could be used
as onc of the most
important Oncs in
munetuey policy, in the
[uture.

1t 15 ahviows that a wide
use of this instewment
would call for greater
study: and research. Tt
should be noted that the
purchase of commercial
documcnts, ie. purchasc
by a bank, of any kind of
linhility ducument, the
otigin ol which should be
vommercial transactions or
documents of a [aclual

lishility, is permissible. 1o
vigw of this, on the onc
band. the labnlity
documents purchased by
banks may be re
purchased (rediscounted)
by the centeal Bank; and on
Lhe other hand, documents
cmanating  from  Dew
banking uoperations, i.c.
new hank Cacilitiss
granted, showing facrial
receivables of banks from
their customers, may be
discounted by the central
bank. Though the osc of
this cise, Le.

discounting of documents
of credit facilitics of banks
by the contral bank has not
been fully used as yel, il
can be used widely to play
the  parl  played by
rediscopaling, common in
wraditional banking
practices, Tn other words,

in case of change of

conditions of
rediscounling and/or
discounting in gencral, by
the Central bank,
natorally, banks can
concurreathy cifoct

changes in their, terms of
discount ol trade
documents or transactions.
In pencral, it may be
deduoced that the use of
this instrument is ool only,
notl faboo in  Islamic
principles, but also, it may
be used wadely.

OPEN MARKET
OPERATIONS

As a mule, the most hasiy
aims  of open  markel
operations, which in
traditional hanking, arc
mostly  conecrned - wirh
purchase amd sale  of

ghori-term and Joog-lerm
commercial paEper,
tbrough the atiraction and

injection  of monctary
resources in the market or
banks, act towards

scasonal  adjustments  of
hguidity, stubilization of
sudden Muctuations
resulling [rom payments or
receipts  of  government
dues, stoppage of hcavy
fluctuations in the price of
government loan bonds, as
ilso; su complementing the
instrumicats of intcrest rate
as an indirect effect on the
murkel inlerest raie, and
possibly,  affecting  the
volume of credits, and
[inally, alfecting
internafional  monctary
Mows, eic. It is Lhe
characteristics of  the
direct and indirect ellects

of open market operations,

that place rthe Central
bunks in a special position
o require them, us far as
possible, to exert
themselves o utilize those
instruments. With the new
changes in banking in Iran,
and the abolition of
intcrest rate, the central
bunk can instend of
dealing loan bonds and
paying intercst  through
dealing in  commercial
paper and discount of the
face value, exert monciary
policy in the form of open
markel operalions.

It is on this hasis that
the central ank, through a
[ull und  widespread
exploitation  of  this
instrument, starts dealing
in commercial paper in the
market, as well as, dealing
in documents of hanking
transaciivns, Tt is obvious
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that if the ecotral bank can
prove elTective in
contiolling the liquichity of
the market, the sirengih o
liquity smd, possibly (he
credit volumes of banks,
andd alzo the arcsinment ol
any other gial that has
beea  mentivned  cankicr,

The use of this instrument
Lo replace the instswment
of antereat rate, which has
been  abolished  from
banking uperations, can be
effective in Filling up a
great  portion  of  this
vacwum in the  Lotal
instrumcnts and monctary
policy; Inxcause, the price
computed [or dealing in
these debl document, will
sctoally  have the sume
cffect from the angle of
implemcitation ol
maonlisry pdicy, as
interest 1ates have.

in  the  Forcgoing
paragruphs, We  have
thicussed wparately and in
derail, the ose of cach of
rthe various instryments of
'profi”  (“profit atio”),
rate vl relurn or 'expecied
profit’, as alo 'ratio of
profic share' und discount
rale, as  nstruments  of
monctacy pulicy. Here, il

should e rememberged
that 4= cvach one of the
cradit Facibities woder the
new banking system in Iran
bas potential [or use in one
o sioveral of the ceonomic
sectors, this characlerisric
maka: munelary  policy
functional aml ¢lfective in
YANOUS coonomic sectors,
On account  of  Lhis,
whenever monclury policy
ams a1 stremgthening o
speaific economic seotor,
the relevant insiruments
wre casily available for thar
spcror, Should Lhe
implementation al
monetary  policy be for
reaching peneral coonamic
gnals, all the instroments
uay  be pur o work o
make the monetary palicy
wewe fonctional pned
cilective. In any cuse. Lhe
amount  of  [lunctionality
and elfvclivensss of cach
one of these imslruments
will necd the pussage of
sam more e, However,
v moTe poinl needs 1o
b menlinn! here,

In  monelary  policy
under traditional banking,
the stages of guidanes,

stubilization and regalation
of the credits of (he
banking  swslem,  was

s SN
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similar 1o the new banking
svstormn. Hoth instruments
help w atiain (the goals;
but, on sceount of ro thuse
of the rate of inleres

being fivell im zach
transsction  mads,  (he
relatwonship Ielween

soonomic eclymn and the
retur on bank credils Jid
nol exist. Ar a ume of
flowrishing gconomy and
the success of a  unil,
capital woull recelve its
fixed share; but, &t » time
of Joss or stagnation, the
benk eredic would still gk
fon ity Tixed share, when it
had no praduction [aciors
in the uperalion of the
fwsitive  retarn, For Lhis
reasion, in the  raditionsl
svafen, monctary  policy
cannul follow the goals

upto the last stage, and
maintain  #  co-ordinated,
balanced and just
relationship  hetwegn  the
manetary scetor and the
real coomomic secenr. Tn
confrast with this, under

the  lslamic  bunking
Evstaem, the
implemeniation of
monctary  policy, while
retaining  the  positive

clMects of the taditional
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system, does not,  of
necessity, demand 8 Fixel
share of the retorn, and
only with the artainment of
the ceunamic goals, does it
recebve ity falr  share
proporiiunale  with  the
return un the projects.

*

"Rate wl expesred
profic’ or “rate of roturn”
consisls of the profie
vapected over a fixed time
cycle, proportionate  with
the credit faciliticy
granted, and is  usually
fovecast and calewlated in
avance of the gramt of
muonelary Facilithes

"Profit e canio®
cunsists of profits made on
ransactions  gmumaling
from credit  facilitiey
granied by the bunk,
proporinate with  the
cust price of the products
and services under
Transaction.

"Ratio of profit share"
consists ol the shace of the
bhank [rom the definie
profit, or, profit gsined in
the transactions, covered
by the facilitics granted by
the bhaok, which
gencrally loeed bhefore the
grant of Facilitics.

* The services rufuered
to in the abave Table rate:

r {ratc of return or of

expecied pwefit), na
(number af projects in the
agriculrural  sector, mo
(amount of projects in the
agricultusal  secior), ni
(numbyer of projects in the
industry & mine. sector),
mi {amauint ol projects in
the  imlustry & mine
seefor), ns & ms (numbcr
and amount respectively,
ol penjects in the services
commercial seclor), nm &
mo (pumber & amount,
respeetively, of projects in
nther coonomic sector, nl

& ml {(oumber and
amount, respectively, in all
coonnmic scctor,

Homicide in

Bosnia-Herzegovina

Love thy neighbour as
e Jesus Christ

Nearest in love to the
Musliems are those who
sar. "We are Christians."

The HOLY QURAN
Déar Secrétary-General,

The above guotation calls
for the highest degree of
nndaalanding and
avcomodation- -and even love-
among (he Muslem/ Christian
neighbours in the
ex-Yugoslavia, who despite
the atheistic ideology Torecd
wpon them, had contrived to
maintuin  their faith in the
Almighty. [t was this Faith that
had wrought them together all
those years,and helped them
rise im unity against their
Cemmunist . OPPressors,
noiwithstanding  all  the
religions, denominational and
cthnie difTerences that had
existed throughout the ages
between  the  Slovenes, the
Croats, the ¥loslems and the
Serbs.

We strongly belicve in the
sunctity of human life and
dignity. What is it that has

gone wrong with that peaces

loving society oavernight- the
society that was amung the
sponsors of the Non- Aligned
Movemeni in the world? Have
the people of
Bosnia-lHerzgovina asked for
anylhing more than their

human rights? lhave they put
extra-territorial
demands? Have they tried to

forth

usurp anything more than
their rightful share of the
wealth of the land? have they
acted against the interests of
the Christian Community in
that region?

None of the above holds
true, The oppressed people of
Bosina-Herzgovina are asking
only for their human rights-
just like the other peoples in
the former Yugoslavian
territories. They have neither

laid any extra- territorial
claims, nor tried to usurp
anything whatsoever

belonging to others, Finally, il
the serbs try to portray their
own brutalities in the context
of any Christian/Moslem
hatred,this contenlion does
not hold true either.

The Moslems have been
and continue to be on most
cordial relations with the
Croats who are Christians of
the staunchest  Catholic
denominstion. And, the Serbs
have mot only been
massacring Meoslems, they are

also  hunling down Croats

wherever they can,

What is the world dmng o

stop this blood-bath, where
innocenl  men,
childrén- the old and the
young- defenseless civilians
are being slaughtered in an

women,

uiterly  inhuman and
cold-blooded manner? What
has the United Nations done

- 50 Far lo rescue and help these

sulTerers? Or, does the UN.
act only as a puppet of the
Security Council, dominated
by Super-powers with
double-standards? When will
the world Community wake
up to the need for action lo
stop this massacre of the
innocent people of Bosnia-
Herzgovina? A World Body
that applies sanctions against
Libya Tor an alleged attack by
nationals of that country on
an aireraflt, cannot be so deal
and dumb as not to hear the
anguished pleas of hundreds
of thousands of human
beings, living and dying in
terror in Bosnia-Herzgovina
for ht!p to let them live in
peate.

Dear ‘Seeretory- General,
we urge and implore you, in
the mname of God and
humanity,  to  help these
innocent sufferers. and (o
stop the Serbs From Killing,
burning, looting, raping, and
varrying ouf all the most
inhum:tn  activities, without

~any Tear of reprisals from the

Waorld Community.

Yours Sincerely,

(Azam Taleghani)
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