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During the many years which Shah ruled over Iran, he put a lot of pressure on the

people. He took away the freedoms and suppressed groups which were against the system.
Shah did not put equal effort in different regions of Iran. The places were he put the most
effort was the large cities such as Tehran, [ran’s capital. So, in a way Shah was racist and
did not care about villagers. For example, out of 88 thousand villages, 80 thousand had no
electricity. Now, with the new system, only 2 thousand do not have access to electricity.
Most of the villages did not have baths. As a result, they faced epidemic diseases and a

good number of people died over this. Iranian villagers were treated like the African-
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Amernicans who were not treated equally considering education. Cottam, in Nationalism In

- —

[ran, mentions that in Iran at the turn of the century only a fraction of the total population

was educated or open minded enough to understand nationalism. Shah did what he thought
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had the most benefits for himself, or the foreign countries. Since U.S. had brought Shah to
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power after his fleet from Iran, Shah let Americans involved in Iran’s politics. He sold the
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oil to U.S. and instead of investing the money for the country, he invested it in U.S. (It
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was this money, worth 10 billion dollars, that Iranians wanted to trade it for the American
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diplomats during the Hostage-Cnises). In return U.S. would take care of Iran’s military
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supplies. However, these investments might had been toward Iran’s benefit. Knowing that

[ran had been supported by military supplies, other countries did not attempt to attack Iran.
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This idea could be supported by looking after the revolution. Iran’s new government had
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L

informed U.S. not to make them war supplies any more and instead send them their money

back, totally 10 billion dollars. But, U.S. refused to send the money and the war supplies.

R =Ly

At this time Iraq saw Iran defenseless and attacked Iran for 8 years. However Shah’s plan

i ——— e g g e S R e T T T T T e T e e e N— e T S

was not toward Iran’s benefit because it is not reasonable to gather war supplies for many

TRt
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years so that if they get attacked, they could use them. What would have happened if Iran

was still giving money to U.S. all these many years?
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Another advantage of the revolution was that it replaced Shah with the religious
leader, Ayatollah Khomeini who had a great impact in Iran. Even, U.S. saw a great
advantage if Khomeini came to power. At that time Iran could have been easily influenced
by Communists. But if Khomeini came to power he would spread the religion of Islam. So
he would indirectly help U.S. in containment (After the World War I, the U.S. policy

secured the peace by trying to contain communism, or keep it from expanding beyond its

current borders). Even though Iran was a Muslim country it had maintained its uniqueness

and nationality by being the only country whose majority were Shi’ite. The majority of
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[ranians wanted a religious leader like Khomeini, who was against Shah’s system. He was
aware of Shah's corrupt system and struggled for peoples benefit. [t was after the
revolution when Khomeini was the leader and improved Iran’s problems. He decreased the

influence of foreigners, like U.S, and the amount of oil extracted per day. After the

revolution he canceled Capitalosion, which was the law that enabled [ranian courts to

prosecute Americans if they disobey the laws in Iran. On the other hand Khomeini enforced

the people to, at least, respect the religion of Islam.

Obviously, in this case religion came in first and that

is understandable considering the fact that the revolution was lead by a religious leader.

What would have happened if Khomeini did not make the people aware of Shah's

corruptness”?
The revolution was one which did not succeed under Mossadeq's leadership due to

the presence of the British, and later on was over shadowed by the religion of Ayatollah

Khomeini. I strongly believe that the revolution made a great impact in [ran and the [slamic

countries. I think that the movement was one of the greatest moves in [ran’s history and

every Iranian should be proud of it.
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Anglo-Persain Oil Company and with it they had a huge influence on Iran’s economy. For
a country like Iran, which is rich in oil, it is important to extract the least amount of o1l per
day. However, when Britain was in charge of Iran’s oil 6 million barrels were extracted per
day. In fact at that time the population of Iran did not exceed over 35 million. On the other
hand after the revolution Iran’s government immediately changed this extraction by
calculating the minimum amount of barrels per day which the people needed. The
population had doubled to 65 million after the revolution. The number of barrels should

had probably been doubled, instead the government decide to extract half as much; that is.

it decreased to 3.5 million barrels per day. These numbers clearly show how much o1l was

| e,

being wasted before the revolution. The wealthy Iranian who came to save Iran’s oil was
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Mohammed Mossadeq, the Martin Luther King of Iranian nationalism. He saw the British
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eovernor as an invader and a colonizing power trying to over take Iran. The independent

$
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democratic lead efforts to nationalize Iranian oil and succeeded and stood firm against the

e -

increasing power of the Shah. However Roosevelt’s plan, AJAX, deposed Mossadeq and

he resigned after 27 months in office. After that, he was driven out of the political scene.

-

By this time Britain was no more involved in Iran’s oil but U.S. was. On the other hand, it
might have had been better if [ran’s oil was still being controlled by the industrial countnes
like U.S. At this moment Iran does not have the technology to convert oil into all the
products they need which is why they sell some oil to other countries for a cheep price.
However, the price at which countnies buy oil depends on the nation’s market. For
example, the Russian countries which have been split are trying to sell their oil in order to
eain money. This is one of the resalts that has brought down the value of oil. So it is more
important to consider that after the revolution the number of barrels extracted have
decreased instead of looking at the changes in its price. If that amount of oil was being

continued to be extracted, what would the next Iranian generations do with a worthless

land?
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The revolution freed the people from being influenced by foreign countries.
[ranians had a territory and land which their history and culture had been developed for a
long period of time. Iranians could relate to their culture and this was an important factor in
bringing them together. They had their poets and their own language, Persian, and religion
(even though they were Muslims, they were a special kind of Muslim, Shi'ite), which all
oave them their unique identity. The liberation of Iran and works of the poets, especially
those of Ferdosi. which had nationalistic contents, were read and popular among any tribe
or region of Iran no matter what the language was. Even the Kurds who are separatists
consider themselves to historically tied to Iranians. Before the revolution and during Shah’s
oovernorship, foreign countries influenced Iran and each brought their own culture to Iran.
The French, Latin, and American’ expression in Iranian language, Farsi, are of those
results. However. there were two groups of nationalists. One believed in the completeness
of the Iranian culture and that it should be free of any foreign influences or elements. The
other felt that the Iranian culture could never complete with its western counter parts. It
might have had been a better if [ran had been influenced by industrial and more developed
countries in order to develop itself. But, if the people get influenced by foreign countries,

they would steadily forget their own identity. Basically, for the citizens of a country itis

very important not to forget their tradition and culture. For example black nationalism in

~ America aimed at first establishing a common bond by promoting the black culture to give

blacks something which they could all relate to. Even though blacks could all relate to the

injustice in the system and it united them, that was not enough. They needed something to

be distinguished from others who were also facing the same inequality, 1.e. Chicanos and

Asian-Americans, or in other words give them an identity- If other societies had influenced

the Iranian culture, would the young generations be able to know about their identity or

their last generations.
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POUYA BANKI

The Persian Revolution

One of the biggest celebrations in Iran is the anniversary of the revolution, which

occurred in February 11, 1979. On this day Iranians celebrate the over throw of the

monarchy system which was lead by Mohammed Reza Shah. Itis ironic that a few Iranians

are not happy with the revolutionary movement and regret it. So the question is: was the
revolution movement beneficial to Iranians? By looking before and after the revolution |
believe that the movement was wise since the Iranians could not get involved in the
covernment’s previous system.

The liberation struggle of the Iranians was more oriented toward defending

aoainst an imperialist threat. As Susan Siavoshi has written in Liberal Nationalism In [ran:
“Third-World nationalism in general, and that of [ran in particular, was predominantly
associated with a liberation ideology whose main goal was to lift the yoke of colonialism
and imperialism and to create truly independent nation-states.” Before the revolution, Iran
was ruled by a young monarch named Mohammed Raze Shah. Foreign countries took
advantage of the weak condition of Iran. U.S. (which had been less weakened than other
countries such as Britain and France after World War II) had control over Iran by
controlling Shah. Iranians wanted to make their own decisions about their country. They

did not want 90 thousand foreigners, Americans, to influence the system with their

opinions and lead Iran to where it would have the most benefit for themselves. On the other

hand if U.S. had controlled over Iran it would have prevented the war between [raq and

Iran. However, it is also true that U.S. would have used [ran’s natural resources as long as

it had control over Iran. Every Iranian who is able to vote OWes it to the revolutionary

movement. What would have happened if the Iranians did not have the power of their own

country?

One of the main concerns of Irarnans movement was the distribution of the

national resources to foreigners of which oil was the most significant. Britain owned the
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